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Directors Report  
By Bill McNeff, State Director, Minnesota MUFON  

YELLOW JOURNALI SM  

Webster defines yellow journalism as ordinary news sensationally 
distorted. All of us are familiar with the type of Western movie in 
which the hero says to the villain something like, You skunk, you have 
a yellow streak up and down your back! meaning the guy is a coward. 
Both of those ideas, plus the epithet of disinformation , in my opinion, 
apply to the program on the History Channel on June 13 titled 
Roswell: Final Declassification .  

The program featured, among others, Jon Elliston, National Security 
Historian , but gave none of his credentials - leaving me to wonder if 
he was employed by some college, or the U.S. government. Also 
featured was Karl Pflock, who promptly admitted there was a cover-up, 
but parroted the Air Force party line that it was of the Mogul project, 
which used a string of small balloons to loft a sensitive microphone to 
detect Soviet nuclear tests. I t should be pretty clear to most researchers 
by now that Pflock, a former member of an intelligence agency, is a 
government apologist at the least and a disinformation specialist at the 
worst.  

Although the program had statements by Walter Haut, Kevin Randle 
and Don Burleson, Ph.D., the short clips did not provide much in the 
way of arguments for the other side of the question, that the Roswell 
wreckage could have been an alien crash. Real balance was lacking.  

The program did not make clear the nature of the Roswell logbooks 
found in the files. Are these the traffic records that the General 
Accounting Office discovered had been destroyed ?  

The program did rightfully bring out the problems with the story told 
by Glenn Dennis, the Roswell mortician. No one has found record of a 
nurse named Naomi Self according to the first account by Dennis. He 
later stated that he used a made-up name to avoid violating his 
promise to the nurse to not reveal her identity. He has also stated that 
he doesn t like UFO researchers in general. The program pointed out 
that the presence of a black sergeant in his story was not likely since 
the Air Force was not integrated in 1947. This may not invalidate this 
part of the story, since there were blacks in the Air Force in WWII. 
   
Let s review what seem to be important facts about Roswell. First, the 
wreckage on the Foster ( Brazel ) ranch covered an area about 3/ 4 of a 
mile long and a few hundred feet wide, as admitted on the program. 
The Mogul balloon string used about a dozen weather-type balloons 
and two or three foil radar targets. When this fell to earth, the chances 
of the foil being torn into pieces and scattered around were low. I t has    

 


