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Directors Report  
By Bill McNeff, State Director, Minnesota MUFON  

RADAR AND UFO'S IN THE 1950'S  

At the MUFON meeting on Feb. 9th, retired electronic communications 
specialist Bill Cheney (no relation to the VP) told us about UFOs 
detected on radar in the New Mexico area in the 1950s.  

Bill Cheney was one of the computer pioneers; he joined Remington 
Rand in 1956, just as they took over Engineering Research Associates, 
the first computer-building firm in the Twin Cities, to become their 
Univac Division. He knew Bill Norris, Wally Moe, Harry Wise, and 
Seymour Cray.  Cray liked discrete components better than LSI for 
some time.  Cheney wrote a paper, "LSI or Die!"  Cray eventually came 
around to believing in LSI.  

Cheney was in a Air Force unit which constructed three big radars in 
the SW United States; construction started in 1947.  In 1950 operation 
of the radars began.  Cheney was the NCOIC for one of these sites.  He 
supervised a crew of 16 men.  These were CPS-5 radars, which had a 75 
foot tower with a dish on the top.  These radars had MTI [Moving 
Target Indication] and would ignore clouds, but would show UFO blips 
inside the clouds.  The radar displays were all PPI scopes (Plan  
Position Indicators) which give a map-like presentation.  There was no 
altitude indication. [However the size of the radar lobe was known, so 
it could have been inferred that the objects were between such and 
such altitudes.]  UFO blips were picked up frequently.    

Said Cheney, "We would vector fighter planes in on these targets, but 
just about the time that the objects would have been in sight from the 
planes, the UFOs would invariably take off at 4000 MPH."  The objects 
were however, seen from the ground on many occasions.  The shapes 
reported included globes, discs, and cigars; about half of the sightings 
were cigars, many with lights along the sides.  

During this time Project Blue Book reports said, "There are no 
confirmed sightings."  But these reports were unclassified.  Cheney said 
he submitted reports, not to Blue Book, but up through the chain of 
command.  

When the planes got as close as 20 miles from the targets, the UFOs 
would accelerate, seemingly instantly, to 4000 MPH.  They could be 
timed because they would travel from one radar's coverage to the next.  
They experienced dozens of these radar incidents.  Cheney's service at 
the radar sites covered the early 1950s.  They were told they were 
guarding Los Alamos.   

 


