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AN ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION FOR 2002  

These seem to be "military" times.  In the military, at critical points in a 
battle, the commander may put together an "estimate of the situation" for 
higher authorities.  Our "higher authorities" are the ufological community.  
Here is my estimate of the situation.  

In a September 1947 memo, Lt. Gen. Nathan Twining wrote of the "lack of 
physical evidence in the shape of crash recovered exhibits".  Debunkers and 
skeptics such as Karl Pflock, former intelligence agent, have tried to interpret 
this statement as evidence that the U.S. government had not retrieved any 
crashed alien craft.  Such alien craft, containing advanced technology that the 
science of that day would have considered a priceless bonanza, would be 
properly given the highest possible security classification.  Even if Twining 
were aware of crash recoveries, he could not write anything that would 
indicate that they existed, and might well write something purposely 
misleading, if not untrue.  Note that the word "lack" does not necessarily 
mean "a total absence"!  The purpose of Twining's memo was to order the 
military to collect all possible information about unidentified flying objects, not 
to tell the world what the U.S. knew at that point in time.  Yet Pflock writes, 
"Finally, I come to the formerly classified record, which I am convinced 
demonstrates beyond any reasonable doubt that Roswell didn't involve the 
recovery of a crashed saucer and the bodies of its crew."  Much of the record 
is missing.  The base traffic records for a year before and after July 1947 are 
missing, and the filed is marked "Records destroyed" with no record as to 
who ordered this or why.  Project Blue Book contains not a word about the 
July 1947 events at Roswell, which caused quite a stir at the time.  Many 
other researchers, including myself, have concluded that the released 
documentation demonstrates a strong interest on the part of the government 
in the UFO subject, an interest implying that the government had hard 
evidence of the reality of these flying objects.  Finally, the UFO research 
community has hard evidence, as I have described in previous articles.  

So we have hard evidence.  So what?  Elaine Douglas, in an article in a past 
issue of the MUFON UFO Journal, has pointed out something that should have 
been obvious to all UFO researchers:  Most people do not want to know about 
UFOs, and, God forbid, ETs.  Yet a majority of the American public believes 
the government is not telling us what it knows about UFOs.  The public is not 
stupid.  In the backs of their minds, they must feel that there is are secrets 
about UFOs which the government does not want revealed.  Journalist Terry 
Hansen has convincingly shown that, by and large, the press doesn't reveal 
much about UFOs and ETs either, as a result of behind the scenes influence 
by the government.  Oh, sure, we have the National Enquirer (and other 
similar tabloids), but a former editor of the Enquirer was, you guessed it, a 
former intelligence agent!  I t seems likely that anything the government 
wished to discredit would pop up on the front page of the Enquirer or some of 
the other tabloids.  So, to oversimplify the situation, the people don't want to 

 


