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Directors Report
By Bill McNeff, State Director, MN MUFON

MORE HARD EVIDENCE

In 1997 | wrote an article for the Minnesota MUFON Newsletter titled: We
Have Hard Evidence! | will now recap part of that article and bring it up to
date with more recent evidence.

To prove that some UFOs are extraterrestrial craft, we would need to get a
piece of an alleged craft, analyze it, and verify that it has isotopes or
materials or technologies that could not or would not be produced here on
earth.

A very important piece of evidence surfaced in 1957, when a Brazilian
columnist received a letter and a package from an anonymous person. The
letter stated that the writer had been at the beach at Ubatuba, Brazil, when a
shining object flew overhead and exploded over the ocean. Pieces of flaming
material rained down and fell into the shallow water immediately off shore.
The sea water extinguished the flames and the writer and others were able to
retrieve small pieces of the debris. The material was a light-weight metal,
perhaps a sixteenth of an inch thick. The writer felt that the object which had
exploded was vehicle of some kind. The package contained pieces of the
metal, covered with some sort of white residue.

The columnist turned the samples over to Dr. Olavo Fontes, the head of a
Brazilian UFO research group, who sent a specimen to be analyzed by one of
the best laboratories in the country, the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture. After
carefully cleaning the white coating off the sample, it was tested on an
emission spectrograph and pronounced to be pure magnesium, with no
detectable impurities. Dr. Fontes then sent the rest of the material to his
parent UFO research organization in the US, the Aerial Phenomena Research
Organization (APRO). Other labs in the US have since tested the samples.
They also found the samples to be magnesium; some labs detected
measurable impurities in a few samples. It is extremely rare for active metals
such as magnesium to exist in nature in a pure or nearly pure form, so it is
highly unlikely that a "bolide" (meteorite) was the source of the metal.

While Dr. Peter Sturrock, member of SSE, wrote "after all these years, we still
do not have a single reliable measurement of the actual impurities and
impurity level of the Brazil magnesium,” it is important to note that the
Brazilian lab, MIT, Stanford University, and NASA could detect no impurities in
the samples. Dr. Sturrock, in effect admits that at least some of the samples
may actually be pure magnesium when he states that "none of the positive
detection” of impurities "can be securely attributed to the interior of the
metal."

The most important test, however, was the density determination that the
Brazilian lab made. Dr. Paul Hill, in his book Unconventional Flying Objects
pointed out that this density can only be that of a magnesium isotope which is
not found in pure form on earth. The only way to get this isotope in quantity
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