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Directors Report  
By Bill McNeff, State Director, MN MUFON  

ERA, Donald Menzel, Roswell and The Agency  

In January 1946, Engineering Research Associates (ERA) was started by 
former Navy men. Dr. Howard Engstrom and William Norris were founders. 
Walter J. Wally Moe, former Assistant State Director for Minnesota MUFON, 
was also a founder. The new company used the former glider factory near 
the intersection of Prior and University Ave. in St. Paul s Midway area. All the 
projects they were working on were classified. One of these projects was to 
develop one of the first computers (using electron tubes). They had a 
difficult time attracting investors since they couldn t tell them what they were 
working on. With the financial problems they were having, they allowed 
Remington Rand to buy them out in 1956. That is when many of the old 
timers left since they didn t like all these Remington Rand Shaver division 
guys from Pennsylvania telling them what to do. Bill Norris was also very 
unsatisfied by the amount of money Remington Rand was providing for 
research. So, Control Data Corp was formed by these former Univac/ERA 
employees, Bill Norris being the chief executive officer.  

The history books say ERA developed the first computer which was sold to 
the government to work on the census. But, actually they shipped the first 
computer years before to the NSA which had just been started by Truman in 
September 1947 after the June 1947 Roswell crash. Congress was told NSA s 
purpose was to spy on America s enemies by wire tap and radio monitoring. 
But many researchers believe that a secret purpose of the NSA was and still 
is to keep track of a possible ET threat. Howard Engstrom had been Dr. 
Donald Menzel s WWII boss. He tried to hire Menzel at ERA in 1946 for 
$10,000 a year (a whole lot for those days). (A typical starting salary in 1960 
for a beginning electrical engineer was $4,500 a year.) Menzel refused the 
job offer. His main (cover) job was professor of astronomy at Harvard.  

During the war he wrote a book on radio propagation which was declassified 
after the war. He made many trips to ERA and Collins Radio in Iowa. He 
started consulting for ERA in 1947 and his consulting fee for the year 1948 
was $18,000, more than anyone else was paid at ERA. Obviously, his 
services must have been highly valued by ERA, which had trouble raising 
money.  

According to the well known but controversial MJ-12 Briefing Document , 
MJ-12 was started by President Harry Truman in the summer of 1947 to 
analyze the El craft(s) that had crashed at Roswell in June 1947. Menzel, at 
the time, was working on a project involving electrical plasma at ERA. Wally 
Moe said that Menzel was suddenly called to Washington in the summer of 
1947 to work on some highly classified job. (He and I believe this was 
probably the newly forming NSA and the MJ-12 group.) Menzel s travel 
expense journal that was made available in 1988 by his wife (after he died in 
1976) showed many trips to New Mexico starting during the summer of 1947     
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