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Directors Report
By Bill McNeff, State Director, MN MUFON

THE BASICS OF UFOs

At the last Minnesota MUFON meeting, two couples attended as first-time
visitors. The wives were interested in UFOs, but the men had little interest,
were not familiar with the authors discussed in the book reviews, etc. and
were left frustrated. As a result, all four left at the break. This made me
realize that, if we want MUFON to grow, perhaps at each meeting where new
people are present we should have a presentation of the basic facts and
theories about UFOs and ETs. This article is an attempt to meet this need
for people relatively new to the UFO subject.

UFOs first came to wide public attention on June 24, 1947 when a private
pilot, Kenneth Arnold, reported seeing nine strange aircraft while he was
flying over the Cascades. He described the motion of these craft as like
"saucers skipping over water", and the term "flying saucers" was born. Over
the next few days, a number of sightings of disc-shaped craft were made,
and a man in New Mexico took two pictures of a craft shaped like a shoe
heel. On the morning of July 8, a spokesman for the Roswell Army Air Feld
in New Mexico released a statement to the press that said, "The many
rumors regarding the flying discs became a reality yesterday when the
intelligence office of the 509th Bomb Group....was fortunate enough to gain
possession of a disc though the cooperation of one of the local ranchers and
the Sheriff's office of Chaves County....the disc was picked up at the ranchers
home and subsequently loaned by Major Marcel to higher headquarters.”
Late in the afternoon, General Roger Ramey at the Fort Worth Army Air Field
announced that it had all been a mistake and it was merely the wreckage of
a weather balloon. The press accepted this explanation, and the incident
quickly was forgotten by most of the public. But the Air Force was charged
with investigating reports of strange craft, and coined the term "Unidentified
Flying Object", which was shortened to UFO.

UFOs continued to be reported and stories of crashes and dead aliens made
the rounds. In 1950, Frank Scully, a variety columnist, published a book
about a crashed disc with small aliens aboard, all dead. It quickly became a
best seller, but in 1952, True magazine published an article stating the story
was a hoax. However, the Scully affair led to questions and some
extraordinary answers at a 1950 Washington meeting. A group of Canadian
government scientists and engineers conferred with Robert I. Sarbacher, a
physicist associated with the U.S. Defense Department. One, Wilbert Smith,
asked if there were any truth to stories such as those in Scully's book, about
crashed and recovered UFOs. Sarbacher said there was, adding, "We have
not been able to duplicate their performance...and it's pretty certain they
didn't originate on the earth. The subject, he said "is classified two points
higher even than the H-bomb. In fact, it is the most highly classified subject
in the U.S. government at the present time." He would say no more. Smith
wrote a memo containing Sarbacher's statements.
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