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Directors Report
BACK TO THE BASICS
By William I. McNeff

In the alphabet soup that is floating around in our culture these days, one
acronym is FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions). Now that | am retired, |
often get questions to the effect of "What are you doing with your time?"
This is a perfect lead-in for me to tell them that | have a music hobby and
also am pursuing my interest in UFOs, in fact, | am State Director of the
Minnesota chapter of MUFON, the largest private international UFO research
organization. This immediately leads to more questions; for example, one of
my wife's friends asked FAQ# 1: "Is anyone in your group willing to say what
UFOs are?" | told her that some UFOs are misidentified common things, but
there is evidence that some are craft under intelligent control, most probably
from some place outside earth. A more complete answer would be that from
a scientific standpoint, that question can't be answered yet. We would need
a craft to land (say, on the proverbial White House lawn), analyze it, and
verify that it has isotopes or materials or technologies that can't be produced
here on earth. (That may have been done already.) But most of us don't try
for scientific certainty in our daily lives; we may marry a person that we can't
be sure will be a good spouse; we take jobs that may or may not turn out to
be what we had hoped, etc. In other words, we take a practical approach.
Personally, | take an "engineering approach”, which is a form of the practical
approach, making use of all the scientific principles that can be used given
the time allotted for the task. It's good enough for government work, which
| have done a lot of (at Univac, Honeywell, Mayo and General Dynamics).

For example, if John Doe, of generally honest reputation, says he saw a
strange craft fly over on such and such a day, and describes it, and
thousands of other citizens describe similar and in some cases, identical
craft, and some of them photograph and videotape them and catch them on
radar, we can be practically certain that such craft are flying around. And
since they performed maneuvers decades ago that even today our own craft
cannot duplicate, we can be practically certain they did not originate here on
earth; they are alien. This is the "engineering approach”. This was the
approach taken by our military during the late 1940s even before the
Kenneth Arnold sighting. There is documentation that they were already
aware of the "Foo-Fighters", the "ghost rockets”, and flying disk reports from
members of the military, and evidence they were primed to respond to
reports that might indicate a crash of one of these craft, as at Roswell.

FAQ# 2: My friend Jon, whose wife was a member of NICAP until its demise,
has discussed UFOs with me a few times. He asked me, "If UFOs are really
alien craft, why doesn't the government tell us about them?" First of all, the
government is notorious for keeping secrets past the time when there is any
logical reason for doing so. Part of the reason is that the secrets must be
reviewed for declassification, a long and arduous process, and everybody
and his government dog must sign off on the release. A second reason,
surely the most important, is that crashed alien craft most probably contain
technology beyond our wildest dreams, technology which if assimilated could
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