Minnesota M UFON Jour nal

| ssue #81

January/February 2000

Directors Report

AN ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION AT THE END OF THIS ERA
by William I. McNeff (MN MUFON State Dir.)

At the end of the 1900s it is appropriate to take a look at where we have
been to get an idea as to where we are going. Not that anyone can predict
the future - other than to say that there will be surprises!

The modern era of UFO consciousness began with the famous sighting of
nine shiny objects near Mount Rainier in 1947. Donald Keyhoe's researches
and series of books helped bring UFOs more into the public eye, as did the
famous series of sightings at Washington, DC in July of 1952. These
sightings, however, resulted in an iron curtain of secrecy being rung down,
as exemplified by a 1958 interview of Keyhoe by Mike Wallace. Keyhoe had
stated that the U.S. Air Force said flying saucers were real and were piloted
by intelligent beings. Wallace quoted the Air Force as saying that Keyhoe
was a liar, and asked Keyhoe to respond. Keyhoe's response had to be
limited, since he did not have the documentary evidence in hand, and so his
credibility was greatly damaged. But in the intervening years, scores of UFO
researchers have amassed vast documentary evidence, including thousands
of UFO reports and thousands of pages of documents obtained from the U.S.
government under the Freedom of Information Act. These documents make
it plain that the government has been very interested in the UFO subject,
contradicting official denials. New information about the crash or crashes
near Roswell has been coming out. Another milestone was reached when
Pulitzer Prize-winning Harvard psychiatrist Dr. John Mack released his book
titled Abduction. Then there is the recent report by French military and
government officials supporting the reality of UFOs and asking "What must
we do?' Today we have scientists taking a renewed interest in the UFO
subject, exemplified by the Society for Scientific Exploration and the scientific
consultants for MUFON, CUFOS, and those given funding by FUFOR.
Scientist Peter Sturrock recently convened a panel of scientists which
conducted a review of some of the best cases from a scientific standpoint.
They concluded that further scientific study of the subject was justified.
Joseph Firmage, founder of Silicon Valley titan US Web, has recently funded
scientists with large amounts of money to investigate possibly UFO-related
technologies, citing new theories of the nature of gravity in journals like
Physics Letters and Quantum Gravitation.

There is an undercurrent of behind-the-scenes movement. Michael Lindemann
said in his Oct. 9 presentation at the Hopkins House: "A discussion is going on,
MUFON is not a part of it - but it will burst the walls." He thinks we will soon

know the truth about ET: "There are far too many cracks in the edifice." Dwight

Schultz, an actor who has appeared on "The A-team" and "Star Trek", but has
extensively studied the UFO subject, says that many scientists in private do
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not disparage the UFO phenomenon, but seem to be compelled to ridicule the subject in public. He states in the most
recent issue of UFO Magazine (Vol. 14, No.1, 2000): "When | worked on the film Fat Man and Little Boy | had the great
pleasure to have many discussions with Robert Cornog, the chief physical engineer at Los Alamos. When | broached this
subject with him, he spoke not with any kind of ridicule, rather it was with great respect that he talked about this
subject. It was an indication of what [goes on] in the inner circles and corridors of science and the military and of what
[scientist] Peter Sturrock said about astronomers - they know there is something that is unexplained but it is not
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