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When it comes to interpreting the data, Jacques Vallee is considered by
some to be our most original and innovative UFO researcher. He is well
known for his stand against the interplanetary source of the phenomenon.
His reasoning for rejecting this notion runs through most of his later writings.
Part of his 1990 book CONFRONTATIONS summarized his investigations in
Brazil, where he found that UFOs do not interact with Brazilians in quite the
same way that they do here. A couple of examples will illustrate.

In 1946 a man named Joao Prestes Filho was hit with a beam of light that
eventually caused his flesh to detach from his bones almost as if he had
been boiled in water. Although not in pain, he was terrified and villagers
put him in a cart to take him to a hospital, but he died along the way. When
his body was brought back, the flesh had fallen off to the point where his
corpse appeared to be decomposed.

In August, 1962, a son of Rivalino do Aleuia Mafra went outside to get his
father's horse and was confronted by two large spheres side by side a few
feet off the ground. His father came out of the house and stopped short of
the objects at which time they merged together. The newly formed object
was larger and was giving off smoke that darkened the sky. Making odd
sounds, it moved slowly toward the father, who was being enveloped by the
smoke. His son ran into the cloud yelling for his father. When the smoke
dissolved, the spheres were gone, and so was the boy's father.

In 1996 an entire book, UFO DANGER ZONE by Bob Pratt, was devoted to
the situation in Brazil. Pratt began by documenting a large number of cases
in which people had been lifted off the ground either by a light beam or
some sort of whirling wind. Sometimes a lifting force was felt, but the
person did not leave the ground. Some were lifted and then gently returned
to the ground, but a few were dropped from a height and injured. Some of
the people escaped being pulled up by holding onto a large plant or tree.
Two people had hot oil poured on them by beings in the craft in an apparent
effort to make them let go. Two men were victims of UFOs that lowered
ropes with hooks on them. One was almost pulled into a UFO with a hook in
his pant leg, but it broke loose when his other leg hit the edge of a hole in
the craft. The other man was hooked on the back of his shirt, but he held
onto a plant. His shirt finally tore and he fell to the ground. Most, if not all,
of these encounters occurred at night. Many of the victims reported that
they felt both hot and cold at the same time. The heat probably came from
the UFO and the opinion was given by a doctor that the simultaneous
sensation of cold was an internal reaction to shock.
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Some of these men never worked again because they
developed medical symptoms of various kinds. One
refused to leave his house for the remainder of his life.
Personality changes were common. Another type of
episode occurred when an object came down and
shined a light on a person. In one case men tried

hiding under a donkey although the usual way to cope
was to grab onto a tree. In one case a man let go of a
tree when the heat became unbearable. Later the tree
snapped off a few feet above the ground and an
inspection found that the remaining stump was badly
charred.



