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The Flying Saucer Conspiracy 
By Donald Keyhoe (copyright 1955) 
Reviewed by Dick Moss, MN MUFON State Director  

In the past two issues I have gone back to the early days and  
related the flyer saucer story as reported by Donald Keyhoe. In  
this issue we continue with a short synopsis of his third book  
The Flying Saucer Conspiracy , published in 1955. As a retired  

Marine pilot, he was on a first-name basis with many military  
leaders and was able to obtain information that would have been  
impossible for others. He was also aided by insiders who knew  
and respected him. His books read like mystery novels and he  
seems to have remembered everything said during his many  
conversations. At that time, a lot of attention was focused on  
Mars either as the possible home planet for UFOs or as a  
base. Much of his material attempts to rationalize UFO events  
with possible explanations. As before, I will mainly summarize  
some of the early incidents he reported along with his knowledge  
of early cover-up efforts. Keyhoe always included some truly  
unbelievable sighting accounts with the idea, I think, that any  
one of them would blow the lid off the secrecy and coverup. He  
wrote with a chronological and coherent storyline and his books  
must be read in their entirety to get the full impact of his  
efforts. Although out of print, the reader might be able to obtain  
copies through inter-library loan. As one of our members said  
recently, He now reads better than ever!

  

In late 1953, a Joint Chiefs of Staff document, JANAP 146, had  
specified that pilots should report UFOs immediately using a  
secret emergency system. A pilot who revealed his report to the  
public could be sent to prison for ten years and fined $10,000.  
A later document specified court-martial penalties.  

Also in 1953, an order called AFR200 had been issued by the  
Secretary of the Air Force which provided that only hoaxes,  
practical jokes, and erroneous UFO reports could be given to  
the press. All genuine reports were to be kept from the public.  
Photos of radarscopes showing saucer maneuvers, pictures of  
saucers, and any parts of these craft, actual or suspected,  
were to be immediately flown to the Air Technical Intelligence Center at Dayton, Ohio.  

In December of 1953 there was a radar sighting of an object over the So Locks in upper Michigan. An 
F-89 from Kimross Field was sent in pursuit over Sioux Saint Marie towards Whitefish Bay on Lake 
Superior. The F-89 closed in but there were no words to ground radar that they had spotted the 
object. The two blips suddenly merged into one, which quickly went off the scope. Search planes with
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flares were sent out. Later, boats from America 
and Canada criss-crossed the area, but no trace 
was ever found.   

In November of 1954, a Brazilian airliner was 
bound for Rio de J aneiro when 19 round 
machines, each at least 100 feet in diameter, 
rapidly approached the plane and flashed past 
and beneath the wings. Some of the passengers 
saw a few of them and stampeded. One woman 
ran into the pilot s compartment. For a while, 
the cabin was a madhouse and the crewmen 
had to use force to subdue the passengers.  

Keyhoe told for an odd incident in which a 
flaming hot object had flashed past cars and 
pedestrians in East New Haven, Connecticut. It 
punched through a metal billboard and then 
angled sharply upward before vanishing.  

Although Sputnik was not launched until 1959, 
Keyhoe got wind of a story that something was 
orbiting earth at 499-600 miles over the 
equator. It had supposedly been discovered 
accidentally by experimental long-range radar. 
The date was not given but it had to pre-date 
the book in 1955.  

We have all heard stories of newly-appearing 
features and strange lights on the moon. 
Keyhoe devoted an entire chapter to this in the 
book. It seems that on the night of J uly 29, 
1953, J ohn O Neill, editor of the Herald 
Tribune (city not named) was observing the 
moon with a 90X eyepiece when he spotted a 
giant bridge above the Mare Crisium crater. It 
was over 12 miles long. He then viewed in with 
a 250X eyepiece and saw its sharp outline, he 
reported this bridge to the Association of Lunar 
and Planetary observers. Although attacked by 
some, the British astronomer, Dr. H.P. Wilkins 
confirmed its existence. Then another lunar 
authority, Patrick Moore, also reported 
observing it. Weeks later, Dr. Wilkins appeared 
on a British radio broadcast and disclosed the 
story. During the interview, Wilkins said that 
the bridge looked artificial. When pressed on 
this statement, he further claimed that the 
bridge looked almost like an engineering job. 
Later in the book, Keyhoe claims that 
astronomers at Mount Palomar had confirmed 

the existence of the bridge. Spectrographic 
analysis had proved it was constructed of 
metal.  

Keyhoe then gave several examples of lunar 
anomalies. Early in the 19th century, Sir J ohn 
Herschel had seen bright lights when the moon 
was dark during an eclipse, some seemed to be 
moving above the moon. patterns resembling 
city streets were seen by Gruithuisen. 1869 saw 
an eruption of lights. During a three-year study 
by the Royal Astronomical Society lights 
appeared in circular groups, triangular 
formations, and straight lines. After nearly 
2000 observations, the lights ceased.  

In 1912, Dr. FB Harris saw a huge object (50 
miles across) traversing the moon s face. 
Straight and curved walls have appeared in 
several craters. In 1950 Wilkins picked up a 
glow apparently from an object hovering near a 
crater s floor, white domes have also abruptly 
appeared inside craters.  

Getting back to sightings, there was a spooky 
case involving a night object in South Dakota 
on August 12, 1953. Spotted by Ground 
observer Corps, an F-84 was sent up to chase it. 
After a pursuit that took it 100 miles to the 
north, the pilot was running low on fuel, so 
turned back. Radar operators at the base 
watched the UFO also reverse and follow the jet 
all the way back. Then another F-84 tried it and 
chased it 160 miles north before turning back. 
GOC farther north was alerted and they 
reported seeing the saucer. I believe this was at 
Bismarck.  

Another dramatic story involved three airlines. 
One place, piloted by J ack Adriance, was at 
20,000 feet on a flight from Puerto Rico to new 
York when a call was sent from a pilot 200 
miles behind him that an object had streaked 
past. It s headed straight toward you, said the 
pilot. Moments later the UFO flashed past. 
Adriance then alerted another Pan Am pilot 
still further ahead, who saw the object fly by 
and disappear in seconds.  

Another interesting incident involved another 
F-51 propeller-driven fighter plane over 
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Columbus, Ohio. The pilot, who didn t believe 
in UFOs, gave chase and the object, as usual 
stayed ahead of him. Then the object got 
behind and followed the F-51. Radioing the 
FAA Tower at Vandalia Airport the pilot said, 
I ll circle the tower so you can see it.  The 

Controller was able to watch the object through 
binoculars, but could not see through the 
bright glow to discern any shape. The pilot 
dropped his flaps and tried to slow down 
quickly but the strange light matched his move 
with perfect precision. The UFO shot past the 
F-51 and disappeared.  

A United Airlines pilot over Ohio took an 
unusual step when he was told by Air Defense 
radar that there was a UFO above him. The 
pilot was asked if he would see it. He used the 
loud-speakers to tell his 60 passengers of the 
request. He said, I ll make a wide circle. We ll 
be banked so you can look up and the object 
to. The passengers looked up to see an oval 
UFO glowing in the sun. The pilot might have 
wanted witnesses in case he was ridiculed later.  

UFO censors were stunned by a tragic incident 
involving an F-94 jet sent up to check an 
unknown object near Utica, New York. As the 
jet approached the UFO, the cockpit became 
filled with a wave of heat so intense that the 
pilot thought his plane might burst into flames, 
he ordered his radarman to bail out. Half 
blinded by sweat he got a glimpse of the object 
overhead. After another blast of heat, he pulled 
the ejection lever. The jet plunged into the 
heart of Walesburg, New York. Four people 
were killed, two of them children.  

Donald Keyhoe was a personal friend of radio 
personality Frank Edwards. Edwards had a 
regularly scheduled program in which he often 
talked about UFOs. His sponsor was the 
American Federation of Labor. One day, 
Keyhoe got a call from Edwards that he was 
being muzzled by his sponsor.  

George Meany, president of the AFL. had told 
him that he would have a censor at this elbow 
every minute. Meany told Edwards that he 
could not mention UFOs except to quote press 
reports, but was not to comment on them. 

Edwards resigned from the show. The Air 
Force offered Edwards a job in which he would 
supposedly be helping to prepare the public. A 
general told him he would have to sign a two 
year contract and could not broadcast or 
publish on any subject without their 
permission. The book doesn t say if Edwards 
accepted.  

Truly bizarre UFO behavior was reported one 
day to the British War Office. A civilian 
radarscope had tracked 50 UFOs flying in a U 
formation which switched into two parallel 
lines and then into a perfect Z. At noon the next 
day there was a repeat performance. Radar 
stations and RAF bases were put on alert. At 
noon on the third day, the show continued. 
Although tracked perfectly on all radarscopes, 
the UFO formation was invisible. The mystery 
formation returned four more times at noon. 
Each time ground observers scanned the area 
indicated by radar. Pilots at 12,000 feet looked 
down only to see empty skies. A War Office 
spokesman told the London Sunday Dispatch 
that UFOs can be invisible to the human eye.  

Angel hair was a part of the UFO phenomenon 
for a while in the early days. A teacher and 
students at Marysville, Ohio had seen a cigar-
shaped object hovering over the elementary 
school It had windows and glowed so brightly 
that they had to shield their eyes. When it 
silently accelerated to a terrific speed, it left a 
three mile trail of white asbestos-like strands 
which settled over trees, bushes, and telephone 
lines. Some of the angel s hair was recovered. 
The strands could not be broken, but it 
disappeared after they touched it. The teacher s 
hands temporarily turned green after he 
handled it.  

Frightened citizens in France claimed that a 
substance had trapped a doctor like an insect 
caught in a web. As he struggled, the angel s 
hair released him, re-gathered, and rose into 
the air.  

Keyhoe ends the book by summarizing the 
Flight-19 incident involving five Avenger 
aircraft that were lost on a training flight. His 
claim was that ships and planes searched 
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28000 square miles and found no debris. The 
F-94 that disappeared off the scope over Lake 
Superior had produced no debris. There had 
also been an incident in October of 1954 in 
which a Navy Super Constellation with 42 on 
board had disappeared. Planes and ships 
searched for days and never found wreckage or 
bodies. The closing paragraphs offer up the 
idea that all three planes had been kidnapped.  

More next issue...   

  

                     Cosmic Conundrum    

Field Investigator Update: 
February, 1999 

By Craig R. Lang - Fl Coordinator  

After a long absence, the field investigator 
update column resumes as part of our newly 
rejuvenated newsletter. One of the things 
which occurred in the absence of this column, 
was that I was off studying for my certification 
as a hypnotherapist. I now have my 

certification and we have begun the capability 
to work more closely with CE4 experiencers.  

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, the skies over 
Minnesota have been relatively quiet over the 
last couple of months. We have not had many 
immediate reports of new sightings. However, 
the case load among the field investigators 
remains relatively high as many of us continue 
to seek out and investigate older sighting and 
encounter reports. Many of these are 
discovered through the grapevine by individual 
investigators, and some begin to form a picture 
of local sighting waves of the recent past.  

One particularly interesting set of events was a 
wave of sightings which occurred in St. Francis, 
MN in the mid to late eighties. I first learned of 
this when I was contacted this summer while at 
the MUFON conference by a man whose 
relative lives in the St. Francis area. This 
relative had apparently had a significant 
sighting there in the mid 1980 s.  

I subsequently followed up on this and learned 
that there had been a brief but intense wave of 
sightings there in approximately 1986. Each 
sighting was very similar, in which a ball of 
blue light, about the size of a dinner table, was 
observed to hover at, or just below the tree line. 
In all cases, the object would be observed to 
repeatedly descend to ground level, then 
ascend again, to its original location. In several 
cases, a beeping or whirring sound was heard.  

The witness to one of these events also 
informed me of another sighting, which had 
happened to a friend of hers. I also contacted 
this other witness, anticipating that this would 
be a second witness to the 86 events. However, 
this second sighting instead turned out to be 
associated with the 1992 wave in Elk River, 
Minnesota. The sighting occurred in the first 
week of J uly, 1992. The witness was sitting up 
late at night when she heard a God awful 
roar , and looked out her front window to see a 
large disk, shooting straight for the house. She 
was afraid that the object would hit the house. 
However, it passed overhead from North to 
South, very low over the roof. She hurried to 
her south window to observe it receding into 
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the distance. She described the object as being 
about half the size of the house. It was circular 
and ringed with red lights, moving fast and 
making a roar like the reverse thrust of a 
commercial jet. She felt that the object might 
have landed in the field across the street from 
her house - raising the suggestion that a close 
encounter might have occurred to one or more 
residents in that area.  

There have been several indications of 
additional witnesses to this and other events in 
the Elk River and St. Francis sighting waves. If 
you know of anyone who might be able to shed 
additional light on these events, or any other 
sightings, please contact Craig Lang (ph: 763-
560-1532, e-mail: crlang@mm.com).  

For those wishing to become a field 
investigator themselves, classes are conducted 
approximately three times a year, as sufficient 
interest is indicated. We currently plan to hold 
our next class in the last three weeks of March.  

If you are interested, and feel that you have the 
necessary time, energy, and objectivity, please 
contact Craig Lang. Alternatively, you can sign 
up on the interest sheet which is placed at the 
back of the room during each MN MUFON 
meeting. If you have not already done so, you 
also will need to join MUFON as a field 
investigator trainee and purchase the MUFON 
field investigators manual.  

We always need more investigators in our 
effort to better understand the UFO and CE4 
phenomenon. For those who seriously take up 
the study of UFO events, challenge and mystery 
will never be in short supply.    

As I See It: 
An Editorial by Joel Henry 

MN MUFON FI and Journal Editor  

The Day the UFO came.

 

Imagine if you will, as some already have done 
literally, that a glowing object is above you in 

the sky. It moves and looks like nothing from 
Earth.   

You suddenly realize that you are not alone in 
the universe and it sends a chill down your 
spine. You wonder who they are and why they 
are here. Then it dawns on you that all those 
other reports could not have been all weather 
balloons and swamp gas. It s a cosmic can of 
beans that has been opened and spilled out 
before you. You feel alone because you know 
others will scoff and laugh. You feel threatened 
because there is no one there to protect you. 
You feel betrayed by the very people whom you 
elected to represent you and the military whose 
duty it is to protect us all.  

The duty of those entrusted with the power, 
authority, and ability to deal with it has been 
denied and ignored. They have insulted you 
and turned their collective backs on you. You 
now realize this is not the same world you 
thought it was yesterday. It seems a crime that 
such a weight should suddenly fall on the 
shoulders of one so unprepared, unqualified, 
and unwilling to bear the responsibility of 
dealing with it. As if the problems and stresses 
of ordinary life were not enough. Now you 
know how all the other witnesses that came 
before you felt (and still feel.) Your world view 
shattered, you feel naked before forces you can 
neither control nor understand. It s like being 
in a herd of cattle all your life and suddenly you 
look up and see the man with the rifle and you 
realize all is NOT well on the farm.  

Those who do not witness such an event have 
the choice of being complacent about it or not. 
The witnesses do not. It s probably one of the 
most alone feelings a person can feel.  

Fortunately, they are not alone. But at this 
point, they are intolerably powerless. Some 
choose denial (but it rarely lasts). Some 
convince themselves it s a positive experience 
and filled with hope. Then you sit down and 
really think it through and realize you don t 
know for certain whether good or evil is the 
case. That gnawing feeling in your gut says if it 
was all good, there would be nothing to cover 
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up. They would land, say hello and we would all 
have been friends 50 years or more ago.  

I have never, to the best of my recollection, 
actually seen a UFO. Even so, I have come to 
the conclusion that some of them are real, 
solid, intelligently controlled vehicles.  

If you have never seen a UFO, try to put 
yourself in the shoes of one who has. There s 
nothing to laugh about.    

AN ESTIMATE OF THE 
SITUATION 1999 

By William I. McNeff 
(MN MUFON Assist. State Dir.)  

Last year I summarized what I believed to be 
the probable truth about the so-called UFO/ET 
phenomenon (referred to hereinafter as The 
Phenomenon ). This is what the military calls 
making an estimate of the situation. I am 
repeating that this year with this article.  

First, let s review the significance of a visit to 
earth by intelligent extraterrestrial entities. The 
impact of such an event would likely only be 
exceeded by a natural disaster, such as an 
asteroid striking the earth, a nuclear holocaust, 
or the arrival on earth of a divine being. The 
Phenomenon certainly ranks high in 
significance. For this reason, I would suggest to 
any who are relatively new to the study of The 
Phenomenon, that if you find anything I write 
here difficult to believe, you consider doing 
some homework. The public library is a good 
place to start. I would suggest that you read a 
number of books about UFOs, both pro and 
con. You might also do as I have done, and ask 
people whom you know well if they have had 
any unusual experiences that might be related 
to The Phenomenon. Then you will have a basis 
for agreeing or disagreeing with what I have to 
say in this article. I predict you will be 
surprised.  

During the past year or so we have had 
statements pro and con on The Phenomenon 

by astronauts, including some of the most 
famous of the original astronauts. Gordon 
Cooper told of his personal sightings over 
Europe of hundreds of UFOs, craft that flew at 
altitudes so high that they were out of reach of 
the best aircraft the U.S. had in the skies. He 
also told how, at Edwards AFB, he sent a 
photography crew out on the base to film 
aircraft, who were therefore fortunately on the 
scene when a disk-shaped craft, which he 
believes was not one of ours, landed on the dry 
lake bed and the crew was able to shoot several 
minutes of film of the object before it took off 
again. Cooper viewed the developed film, and 
then per instructions sent it off to higher 
headquarters in the east, where it was never 
heard from again.   

Edgar Mitchell stated that he had talked to 
people in three different countries, who told 
him that in the course of their official duties 
they had been face-to-face with alien beings. 
About a year ago, one of the younger 
astronauts, when asked about UFOs and ETs, 
said that he didn t know anything about the 
subject, but would look into it and if he found 
out anything, he would share it. At the end of a 
recent talk on a subject not related to UFOs 
showed a slide of what we would call a little 
gray alien and said without preamble or later 
explanation, You can take it from me: These 
guys are real!

  

What are the facts about the Phenomenon? 
Most important of all, hundreds of thousands 
of people have reported seeing UFOs. The 
National Archives has about 15,000 reports 
made to the U.S. Air Force from 1947 to 1969, 
when the Air Force said it was going out of the 
UFO investigations business, but many reports 
during those years were never made to the Air 
Force. Although the Air Force offered 
explanations for many of these reports, the 
explanations were often strained and some 
were patently false. The experience of 
investigators is that there are many more 
sightings than there are formal reports to news 
media, law officers, the Air Force and other 
government agencies. This is due to the giggle 
factor , the atmosphere of humor and ridicule 
which has grown up around the subject, 




