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MINNESOTA MUFON

I From the State Director I

eginning with this issue, 1

am going back to the first

book on UFOs I ever read,
The Flying Saucers Are Real by
Donald Keyhoe. It was published in
paperback in 1950, Keyhoe pro-
posed the extraterrestrial theory
from the onset and attempted to
justify this idea in all his writings.
His five books were also filled with
examples of Air Force denials,
foul-ups, and cover-ups fueled by
acquaintances in high places who
confided what military and govern-
ment officials were really thinking.

A graduate of the Maval Aca-
demy and Marine Corps Officers
School, Keyhoe flew Marine air-
craft and balloons during WWIL. In
1957, he became the director of the
Mational Investigations Commuittes
on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP). (I
recall reading that he was a per-
sonal friend of Jimmy Doolittle.)
Keyhoe retired from the Marines in
1923 following an injury sustained
in a plane crash. Among other en-
deavors, he became an aide to
Charles Lindbergh as he set out on
a tour to celebrate his solo flight to
Paris. In 1928, he wrote "Flying
With Lindbergh, " detailing his ac-
count of the experience, Keyhoe
died in 1988,

Jerome Clark’s excellent The
UFQ Book: Encyclopedia of the
Extraterrestrial, published in 1988,
contains many references to Key-
hoe’s involvement with the phe-
nomenon and various person

alities. In large paperback at
$19.95, it is a “must read” for any-
one interested in UFOs, and espe-
cially newcomers to the phenome-
non who would like to know how
people and events got us to where
we are today.

The Flving Saucers Are Real was
an extension of an article Kevhoe
wrote for TRUE magazine in Janu-
ary 1950, In the book, he dives
right inta Air Force cover-up on the
first page. Press and radio com-
ments on his magazine article got to
be greater than the Air Force ex-
pected. Fearing a panic, the Air
Force stated that flying saucer re-
ports, even those made by its own
pilots, were “mistakes™ or were
caused by hysteria. When it became
plain that the public calmly ac-
cepted TRUE's disclosures, the Air
Force then released a statement
saying, “It will never be possible
to say with certainty that any indi-
vidual did not see a space ship, or
enemy missile or other object.™ In
the same document was a confi-
dential analysis of Air Intelligence
reports which said, "Since the acts
of mankind most easily observed
from a distance are A-bomb ex-
plosions, we should expect some
relation between the time of the
explosions, the time af which space
ships are seen, and the time re-
quired for them to arrive here and
retirm to home base.”

Most early UF(Q research and
speculation concentrated on behav-
iors of the objects themselves. Key-
hoe detailed a report of a fast UFQ
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The next admittance time
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that flew over Tucson at dusk leaving
a smoke trail. The object stopped
briefly, then puffed out black smoke
which became lighter as it gained
speed. The Daily Citizen ran a front-
page story which read, “As though to
prove itself blameless for tilting
hundreds of Tucson heads skhyward,
the USAF yesterday afternoon spent
hours etehing vapor trails through
the skies over the city. " Keyhoe
claimed evidence that this story was
kept off press wires for wider distri-
bution. At the Pentagon hc wWas told

evidence that there was some connec-
tion between magnetism and possibly,
flying saucer propulsion at the very
beginning of the modem era.

Eeyvhoe tells us that the Pentagon
had received reports as early as Janu-
ary 1947. Sightings were reported in
Olklahoma City in May and in Idaho
and Washington in June. Four days
after Amold’s encounter, an AF pilot
flying near Lake Meade, NV, was
startled to see six saucers flash past
his plane.

On July 4 — the same day the AF
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We'll close with Keyhoe’s descrip-
tion of a classic encounter of a UFQ
with a passenger plane...

On Tuly 23, 1948, Clarence Chiles
and John Whitted were at the controls
of an Eastern Airlines DC-3. Both
had wartime flying experience. The
had left Houston bound for Atlanta.
West of Montgomery, they saw a
brilliant projectile-like craft coming
toward them at what secmed to them
to be 500 — 700 mph. As they veered

that the Air Force
bad no knowledge of
the sighting (even
though a B-29
tanker pilot had
been told to chase
the object) or the
next day’s vapor
trail mancuvers.
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There had been a
case at the White
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ﬂngKémey, then chief of

m ﬂ'.u: left, the 0bject veer sharply to

the right — as if trying
to avoid a collision. It
seemed to be about 100

ft long, cigar-shaped
t.| with no protruding fins,
Iﬁw o - and both men glimpsed
iy two rows of windows.

A red-orange exhaust
flame extended between
30 — 50 fi behind the

- chip-Kevhossays that
its jet wash rocked the

Sands Proving

Grounds in which thre.c disks were

observed with precision instruments,
One was a huge elliptical erafl at 56
miles altitude traveling 18,000 mph.
{Another source, John Spencer,
claims the measurements indicated
25,000 mph during which the craft
made an §0° tum.) Navy Commander
E.B.McLaughlin published an article
about the observations which was
cleared by the Defense Department. A
nationwide broadcast was also
cleared. Keyhoe writcs that the AF
then made its routine denial.

On the same day as Kenneth Ar-
nold’s original sighting (6/24/47),
prospector Fred Johnson was in the
Cascade Mts. and spotted disks
banking in the sun. He noticed that
the compass hand on his special
watch was weaving from side to side,

said that no ﬁJIthe.:r mvestlgatmn was
needed because it was all
“hallucinations™ — Wright Field told
the Associated Press that the Air
Material Command was trying to find
the answer to these reports,

On July 7, the AP quoted and AF
official who said that saucers could
be one of three things: 1) Solar re-
flection on low hanging clouds; 2}
Small meteors which break up, their
crystals catching the rays of the sun;
or 3) Icing conditions could form
large hailstones which could have
flattened out and glided a bit, giving
the impression of horizontal motion
even though falling vertically. Dr.
Vannevar Bush, supposedly an origi-
nal member of MJ-12, declared
Amgerican missiles were not a possible
explanation.

=1 DC-3, but Clark quotes
Chiles as telling iject Slgn investi-
galors that they heard no noise and
felt no turbulence from the object.
One passenger, the only one awake,
had seen a bnlliant streak of light
flash past his window. About an hour
before the incident, observers at
Robbins Field in Macon, GA saw a
huge wingless craft streak overhead
with a colored exhaust, The AF took
a different line on this one. Gen.
George Kenney, then chief of SAC,
declared that the AF had nothing like
the ship described. He told reporters,
“Twish we did "

A Navy spokesman said that it
could have been a high atmosphere
rocket from New Mexico gone astray.
A report in the Washington Star said
that a stray rocket could travel across
the continent in a short time.

Prior to the Eastern incident, this
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type of craft had been sighted in
August, 1947 by two pilots from an
Alabama flying service. On January
I, 1948, one was seen by a former
AF pilot and an observer on the
ground. Kevhoe was also able to
discover that a double-decked
wingless ship had been seen four days
before the Easter case at high altitude
and with great speed over The Hague,

...Unlike today, when most of us have
what we consider a really educated
theory about UFOs and their purpose
here, back in the late 1940s, everyone
seemed confused and a few were
fascinated. Donald Keyhoe was
willing to stand up alone to the
government and appeared on
television a few times to debate
military officers. I recall one time
when he was actually cut off during
an early-moming interview.

Over the next couple of issues, FII
continue with incidents from
Keyhoe's remaining books,

f genetic manipulation under cover

of secrecy is the alien agenda, and
it began as early as the late 1800s,
then one wonders what all the
dazzling aerial displays were about
during the 1940s and 1950s. Why
were they so intent upon being seen?
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Got any ideas ...

for a MinnESOTA MUFON meeting
place — cither for FREE or for & moderate
rental fee? We're hoping to find a less
restrictive, centrally lecated, facility that can
accommodate 30 — 30 people, offers free {or
reasonably priced) parking, and will allow us
to heok up our own TV and VCR. Contact
Lynn Bell at 651-645-9576
{lynnbell@pclink.com)

or Joe Dundovie, 612-545-7538
{jodun@usinternet com), &
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An Afternoon With Betty Hill

by Secont C. Carr, Editor, The Flying Saucer Gazette

etty Hill lives alone, on a quiet residential New Hampshire

street. Her home is an eclectic collection of knickknacks and

memories, pictures and photos, trinkets and collectibles. And,
much like her life, the scheme of her home seems to be dominated by
the overwhelming presence of UFO, paranormal, and fringe curios. A
small flying saucer sits on the mantle next to a vintage Tammy doll, a
grinning plastic extraterrestrial stands between a delicate porcelain
dancer, and a small framed photograph of her and Barney.

To any new visitor to her home, Ms. Hill will not pass up an
opportunity to retell her famous story. Any mention of the UFO
phenomenon in general or the alien abduction phenomenon in
particular, earns & chiding reaction in Betty. "I have never met anyone
who has had an experience like ours,"” she insists,

For those who do not know their story, on September 26, 1961,
while driving home from a Canadian vacation through the White
Mountains near Indian Head, New Hampshire, Betty and her husband,
Barney, saw a strange light which appeared land in the woods off the
side of the road. Their car was stopped, and they were taken on board
the craft, where they encountered the "UFQ People", as Betty Hill
describes them. They were given a medical examination. This
unprecedented experience was brought to the public and made famous
in John Fuller's book, The Inferrupted Journey, and in the movie The
UFQ Incident starring James Earl Jones and Estelle Parsons.

However, Betty tells us [that] her story was almost never heard at
all. It seems that the publisher of Dial Press was considering passing
on Fuller's book, and was heading into his office in Manhattan when he
suddenly had a UFO sighting of his own — a sighting that not only
convinced him of the veracity of the UFQ phenomenon, but changed
his mind regarding the publication of the Hill's story, as well.

The book went on to be a bestseller, and the movie prompted an
even larger reaction. Betty recalls the thrill of speaking about her
experience with James Earl Jones on the telephone, and of spending a
weekend in a New York City hotel with Estelle Parsons. Betty was
happy with the film, even though some of the more controversial
details of their medical examination were edited out. Her only real
complaint is in the way that the UFQ People were depicted — Asian
girls were dressed as aliens, but because of heavy masks and costumes,
they lacked expression, "The movie was good," says Betty, "but the UFO
People didn’t look like what I saw.”

She then brought out a sculpture, which she affectionately referred
to as "Junior." The bust had been created by the artist Marjorie Fish,

continted







