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From the State Director This is a very Interesting assessment
of the UFO phenomenon from 1947,
ast year's MUFON Symposium, especlally because such ideas of the M INNESOT% MUFON
“The Fiftieth Anniversary of possiblity of "flying saucers™ and Meetings
UFOlogy” featured “aliens” had not yet registered with

presentations which took a look at
past UFO events. One of these was
1947: The Beginning of the UFO
Era, presented by Jan Aldrich.

Earlier In his professional life,
Aldrich spent 16 years in meteorology
but in 1955, he began working full
time on “Project 1947, an effort
funded by the CUFOS, FUFOR, AND
MUFON Coalition. The project
represents a weighty 10,000 pages of
personal accounts, reports and
documents submitted by 300 people.

After the first round of flying
saucer sightings in 1947, an article
appeared in Astounding Sclence
Fiction called Flylng Somethings, by
editor and scientist John W.
Campbell. During his long tenure as
editor of Astounding, and later,
Analog, no one could accuse
Campbell of being a believer of flying
saucers. However, he didn't think
much of the explanation that the
objects sighted were merely alrcraft.
He viewed them as visitors from the
outside — certainly not a popular
theary, especially for a scientist!
Campbell speculated that If the
occupants of these abjects would
ever capture humans, and later
release them, their resultant accounts
would be considered to be
melodramatic stories of unbalanced
people and would be laughed away.
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the general population. In a Gallup
poll taken two months after the
Amold sighting the Idea of
extraterrestrial craft did not even
reglster as an answer.

About two months prior to Kenneth
Amold's sighting, meteorologists at
Richmond, Virginia were tracking a
balloon with a theodolite when they
spotted a silver object Just below the
balloon. It was larger than the
balloon, had a dome on top, was flat
on the bottom and sped away on a
level flight path.

In early 1247, a Britlsh fighter plane
chased an object for 30 minutes
which appeared to take efficiently
controlled evasive action. Qddly,
Project Blue Book later explained the
case as a visual sighting of an aircraft
with accompanying radar contact
belng due to inversion effects. If this
had been an airplane, Aldrich
wondered, why hadn't there been a
solid radar retum?

As the 1947 wave unfolded, the Air
Force issued conllicting
announcements as to whether or not
they were interested in looking into
flying saucers. The FBI made no such
announcements and went ahead with
an investigation. When the FBI
Director found out that the Air Force
wanted ta investigate the
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Science Museum of MN
Computer Education Center

Firstar Center
5th & Minnesota Sts,
19th Floor
SEE MAP ON COVER!

PARK FREE

Ramp entrance is on
Minnesota St.
Proceed to 5th Level

Because this is a secured
building, to gain entrance,
you must be af the ramp door
between 1:15 and 1:30 PM
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phenomenon and let the FBI
chase hoaxers, the FBI withdrew
and adopted a passive roll.
Aldrich said that this was
unfortunate as some of the FBI
Investigations were among the
best of that time. Thelr leamning
process was much faster than that
of the military. Aldrich noted that
in those early days, the FBI was
asking about possible radio

Ry
e Na\. %b*‘*‘% }'c*‘t&"?
L **i R R

-----

impartant means of com-
munication. Peaple called in
phony reports just to get their
names in the paper. Others called
In false names, or gave names of
friends as a |oke. If editors did
not check, they often found
named witnesses calling to deny
the story, which required the
newspaper Lo print a retraction.
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Soon after the P-38 hoax,
newspaper headlines told of a
flying saucer captured near
Roswell. Today we think of the
Roswell event as a spacecraft. In
1947, this was not the case.
People expected that the mystery
would soon be solved, but they
were not thinking in terms of a
spaceship. The announcement
that it was a weather balloon

fnterference, but we don't
know why. The Alr Force was
interested In exhaust tralls and
effects on clouds because in a
MNewfoundland case, a hole
was apparently “burned” Into a

A theory was promoted

that dust motes floating in

the eyes caused flying
saucers!

brought the 1247 wave to an
end on about July 10th. Now,
of course, we have volumes of
lestimﬂnj on Roswell.
However, in 1947, the
newspapers included the story

cloud by a UFO.

The Alr Force had 122 cases on
the boaks for all of 1947. Some
years later, Ted Bloecher would
write Report on the UFQ Wave of
1947, which was a culmination of
his research Into 142 newspapers
featuring 850 stories occurring
between June 24 to July 10 of that
year.

in his personal research,
Aldrich concluded that the Alr
Force missed many sightings
because didn't take them
seriously, nor had they not gotten
the word out to subordinate
commands to callect data on
unusual aerial phenomena. Flight
crews, weather observers and test
personnel at installations and
proving grounds all reported
sightings that never made it into
the Project Blue Book files.
Although Airline pllots generally
didn’t report sightings, United
Airlines officials admitted that
some crews had seen UFQs, but
would not talk about them.

Hoaxes were all the rage.
Television was still very new, so
newspapers were the most
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It's understandable that some
editors becamne hostile to all UFO
starles because of these pranks.

As an example, a pilot claimed
he had knocked down a disc over
Montana when the wind stream
from the engine of his surplus P-
38 caused the craft to break
apart. This story was carried
worldwide with some forelgn
newspapers reporting that he had
shot down the disc. The pilot
later admitted that the story was
Just a yarn, but not all the
newspapers informed readers that
[t was a hoax.

A theory was promoted that
dust motes floating in the eyes
caused flylng saucers! It was
explained that against a bright
sky, these motes seemingly “fly”
simply because of eye movement,
which cause people to think they
are seeing objects moving a great
speed. The theory was widely
accepted for a while, even though
It couldn’l explain how several
witnesses could all describe a
same, detailed occurrence.

for only two days.

an Aldrich gave many mare
lmmprehensive and anecdotal
accounts of the way things were in
1947, This s only a summary of
some of the highlights. Readers
are urged to obtain a copy of the
Symposium Proceedings from
MUFON iIn Seguln, Texas and
become familiar with the full text
of all the presentatlons.
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For Information contact:
Mutual UFQ Network

103 Oldtowne Rd.
Seguin TX 781554099
(830) 379-9216
FAX (830) 372-9439
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The Rise and Fall of Pine Bush
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by Scott C. Carr

Scott C. Carr is the Editor of “The Flying Saucer Gazette™ a monthly magazine dedicated to looking at
the UFO phenomenon from a saciological perspective. He is also the Producer and co-host of “UFQO
Desk" a weekly radio show featured on 99.5 FM, WBAI, NY. Mr. Carr is a professional writer, and is
currently seeking publication for “Incident at Sardonica™ 2 novel about the UFO culture.

merica's mast uncele-
Abmt&d UFO hotspot first
came Into the public per-

ception In 1237, when it was
mentioned in passing in Dr. |.
Allen Hynek and Phillp im-
brogna's, Night Siege: The Hud-
son Valley UFO Sightings.
Though Pine Bush played only a
minor role In the Hudson Valley
UFO flap of the mid-1950s, 1t was
Just outstde of Westchester and
Putnam counties, where the bulk

of the sightings were taking place.

The Pine Bush sightings, how-
ever, would continue to grow,
both In number and frequency.
Even as reports of the Hudson
Valley's much publicized
“Westchester Wing" or
“Westchester Boomerang™ began
to diminish after reaching a peak
of nearly two thousand sightings
between 1983 and 1987, |ust next
door, in the Wallkill River valley
area of nelghbaoring Montgomery
County, Pine Bush was becoming
more and more active with unex-
plained phenomenon of its own.
This tiny, rural farming commu-
nity began to attract first the at-
tention of curious and perplexed
locals, and soon the attention of
other outsiders and serious in-
vestigators.

In 1991, Ellen Crystall, a res!-
dent of New Jersey, published
Silent Invasion, chronicling her
eleven year Investigation into the
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mysterious activities surrounding
Pine Bush. For the most part,
unfortunately, the book fell on
deal ears. Many UFO enthuslasts
scoffed at Crystall's reports of
seeing up to a dozen strange craft
in the sky at once, landing in and
rising out of fields, often at close
range, sometimes merely a
stone’s throw away. Still others
remained skeptical of the uncon-
vincing photographs which ac-
companied the book. Photos
which were unclear, according to
Crystall, were due to intentlonal
magnetic or microwave disruption
by the allens, a direct attempt to
malntain their anonymity.

But, even though it was over-
looked by the medla and main-
stream UIFO culture, Pine Bush
did begin to slowly attract atten-
tion. PM Magazine did a seg-
ment, (and many years later
Slghtings and Strange Universe
would visit), Ellen Crystall em-
barked on a short-lived talk show
jaunt; foan Rivers, Geraldo, Peo-
ple Are Talking. She brought
Omnl Magazine out into the
flelds, to see the strange lights for
themselves. She took thousands
of photographs. But for the most
part, Pine Bush continued to go
unnoticed.

For the few who did notice, and
were curlous enough to journey to
the small town to see for them-
selves, however, Pine Bush
proved intriguing enough to bring
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them back. Again and agaln. A
small, eclectic group of eccentric
investigators and dedicated sky-
watchers began to form, retuming
regularly to the mysterious fields
and backroads. And the phe-
nomenon Itself was becoming
stranger all the time, and harder
to define. Reports of lights in the
sky abounded, back then. Phan-
tom beings and strange animal
sightings were not uncommon.,
Mechanical rumblings from deep
underground were often heard.
Farmers reported seeing strange
lights aver thelr fields at night,
only to discover large sections of
earth had been moved, as If by
tractors, the next moming. Warm
gusts of alr were felt blowing from
aut of the woods, even on the
coldest of nights. Strange white
orbs of light (affectionately re-
ferred to as “Tesla Globes™) and
intrusive red mist began to appear
regularly in photographs, though
nothing was seen when the pic-
tures were actually taken.

The abduction craze was
spreading like wildfire throughout
the country, and Pine Bush was
no exception. Abductees began to
come forward, organizing meet-
ings and support groups, and
planning excursions into the fields
to go skywatching, or "UFOing”
as the locals have termed their
noctumal pastime. And, though
rumars abounded among the

small, yet growing, group of sky-






