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ith this issue I will begin

highlighting the main

points of presentations
made at the 1997 MUFON
Symposium held in Grand Rapids,
Michipan. This year's theme was
THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
OF UFOLOGY.

David Jacobs was a presenter at
the Symposium with the topic
UFOS AT FIFTY: SOME
PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS.
Dr. Jacobs is an Associate
Professor of History at Temple
University and all of you know him
as the author of SECRET LIFE,
Some might not know that he did
his doctoral dissertation at the
University of Wisconsin im 1973
and it was made into a book THE
URO CONTROVERSY IN
AMERICA. It is the only singly-
authored non-debunking book ever
published by an academic press
{Indiana University Press in 1975).
He has done over 700 hypnotic
regressions with over 100
abductees. Jacobs also teaches a
full credit course on UFOS at
Temple. Early next year his THE
THREAT: THE SECRET ALIEN
AGENDA will be published.

Jacobs told of attending his first
UFOQ convention in 1966 sponsored
by Frank Stranges. He had taken
some friends along and when a
movie of a saucer was finally
shown it turned out to be a big
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embarrassment. One had to squint
fairly hard to avoid seeing the
string that suspended the abject.
But, he was hooked and continued
to read everything he could get his
hands on, notably FLYING
SAUCER REVIIEW.

In June of 1977 he and his wife
drove to Peoria to attend the first
Midwest UFQ Conference. J. Allen
Hynck made a lasting impression
by calling for UFQ researchers to
specialize in their studies, He
wamed that we should pay close
atiention to letting the data fashion
our hypotheses and not let
speculation guide our view of the
data. Jacobs commented that this
advice seems more relevant today
than ever.

In 1971 he abandoned his selected
topic for a dissertation, which
would have dealt with the image of
women in pre-1915 motion
pictures. Instead, he decided to
ditect his efforts toward a paper on
a UFO-related topic. H. came to
realize that our country's
involvement with the UFQ was
almost as fascinating as the
phehomenon itself, and this was the
main emphasis of his dissertation
regearch,

Still, for the rest of us, it was
sightings that occupied our
aftention.
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Saturday, September 13
and
October 11, 1997

1:30 — 5:00 PM

Science Museum of MN
Computer Education Center

Firstar Center
5th & Minnesota Sts
15th Floor
SEE MAP ON COVER!

PARK FREE

Ramp entrance is on
Minnesota St.
Proceed to 5th Level

Because this is a secured
building, to gain entrance,
you must be at the ramp door
between
1:15 and 1:30 PM

Sormeone will be on hand fo
activate the elevator fo take
you to the meeting room.
The next admittance time
will be at the 3:00 PM break.

Don’t be Late!

The building and ramp areas
are designated as non-
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Researchers tried to verify appeared when they wanted to and
sightings, speculate on their pur- seemed as fascinated with us as
pose, and convince the public and we were with them. They were
scientists of the UFO's legitimacy. neither hostile nor friendly, just
Verification was difficult and shy. -

credibility of the witnesses was a
major concern, especially in view
of the contactees. There was also
the problem of accuracy. Often,
two people who viewed the same
event gave accounts that were

very different,

By early 1975, researchers
found themselves looking at oc-
cupant cases. The similarities to
contactee cases called for caution.
The behavior of the oecupants
was bizarre and absurd. They
would inspect terrified witnesses
but move quickly away from
prying eves. Objects chased carg, -
materialized and dematenialized,
and landed and took off immedi-
ately if a witness came upon the
scene. By not landing on the.
White House lawn they did not
conform to our ideas of how ali-
ens should act. Witnesses were

Attracting the interest of scien-
tists was difficult and may consti-
tute our greatest failure to date.
The politics of science and ridi-
cule worked together to prevent
scientists from productive work
on UFOs, This put the burden of
verifying the phenomenon upon
dedicated lay individuals. Reports
were analyzed, and if they could
not be explained, the extraterres-
trial idea dominated

kers, these behaviors were proof
-—— — -that they did not exist. For propoe-
‘nents, this bizarre behavior was
itself alien and evidence for exis-
tence,

The UFQ was never a courteous
visitor! When you wanted them to
appear they did not, and when you
least expected it, they appeared!
The ohijects took on a life of their
own because the contactes con-
troversy prevented cautious re-
searchers from openly dealing
with the idea that these craft
might be piloted by aliens from
elsewhere. The issue of who was
inside was sidestepped — it was
the objects themselves that gar-
nered the attention because they
behaved strangely,

Some researchers became de-
voted to government cover-up
theories and spent much time
trving to expose the conspiracy.,
But, in 7961, physicist James
McDonald asked whether it was a
cover-up or foul-up. Jacobs be-
came convinced that the govem-
ment was more inept than “ept!”

If the government was not cov-
ering up, then it was displaying a
lack of interest in an important
phenomenon with potential threats
to our security. However, gov-
emment silence since the closing
of Blue Book has always sug-
gested a cover-up. Cover-up
theories endow the povernment
with an all-encompassing power

Attempts were made to predict
the appearance of UFQ waves,
much like we might try to predict
a natural phenomenon from charts
and analyses. Failure to be able to
predict waves suggested that
UFOs exhibited intelligence. They

mesmerized by UFOs. For debun-

that gives comfort to those who
would like the phenomenon to be
controlled in some way. Without a
cover-up, the phenomenon is on
the loose. But the cultural fantasy
of an agreement between aliens
and government puts limits on the
aliens and would point to the gov-
ernment's efficiency in handling
the siteation,

Allow me to pursue these ideas a
bit. Consider the insane notion
that people (civilians) saw dum-
mies in parachutes and thought
they were aliens. [ assume that
civilians are not running around
with military recovery teams, and
that military personnel (mow what
they are recovering. If the gov-
emment makes obvious silly at-
tempts to explain away UFOs,
then the collective conclusion of
the public would be that the gov-
ermment is covering up. The im-
plication, by extension, is that our
government is dealing with the
probiem and might even have
things under control. The gov-
emment wins twice, People think
there is a cover-up, but they still
don't know why. (Moss)

Jacobs asks whether it is worth
the time and effort to continue the
search for a cover-up. The ideas
that UFOs exist and that our gov-
ernment has covered up knowl-
edge of them have been linked
together, and should not have
been. If the enemies of UFO re-
search can put doubt in the pub-
lic's mind about the conspiracy, It
makes it easier 1o convince people
that UFOs do not exist. It is time
to cut our losses and fight other
battles. If we cannot force admis-
sion of a cover-up, we must go on
with the business of solving the



UFO mystery the way we have
been doing for fifty years, without
government help or validation.

By 1980 we had come to an im--
passe in our knowledge of UFOs.
We seemed to be dealing with the
only phenomenon in human his-
tory that actively dictated the
terms upon which it could be
studied. We might never know _
more about the mystery other than
its outward manifestations.

But abductions changed every-
thing. Abductions provide infor-
mation which is impossible to
obtain from mere sighting reports
— evidence of intent, purpose,
and motivation. Now we could
enter inside the objects and even
inside the minds of the aliens.

The new questions are not about
whether UFOs are real. Now we .
wonder what they are doing to us.
Are they here for owr good or
their good? These debates repre-
sent 2 whole new paradigm.

Many of the puzzling facets of
sightings are now clear. For ex-
ample, UFOs do not chase cars for
sport. People are made to forget
that the car stopped and that they
were abducted. They just think
they were chased,

Aliens do not “instantly” enter
their craft, as was sometimes first
reported. Abductees forget the
hours between first seeing aliens
and last seeing thetn. They col-
lapse the two separate memories
of seeing aliens coming out of and
going into a UFQ, then fashion
these memories into a smooth
scenario of aliens instantly enter-
ing the craft,
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Evidence does not support the
ideq that alien intellizence is be-
Yyond our ability to comprelend.
When we found that they have a
very advanced knowledge of hu-
man physiology, we began to un-

 derstand alien motivations.

Those of us with an interest and
dedication to the study of UFQs
can stand proud for many reasons.

- We have withstood ridicule and

scom for decades, but still strug-

.. gle for the truth. The abduction

phenomenon is more accepted in
society than we have a tight to
expect. UFO proponents have
been on radio and TV shows for
years and many have given us a
fair hearing, We have made these
inroads without aid from the aca-
demic community or the povern-
ment.

It seems important to have a dif-
ferent perspective on what now
needs to be done. We must ask
some hard questions. For exam-
ple, will the investigation of more
sightings add anything important

. to our knowledge? Will another
~ one hundred sighting reports

change what we already know?
Perhaps, but the history of UFQ
research suggests that we might
be reaching a point of diminishing
returns. Jacobs quipped that the
locations of UFO sightings has no
meaning other than that must be
where an abductee lives.

He emphasized that we must di-

vorce the phenomenon from New
Age entanglements, such as past
lives, spirit guides, Pleiadians,
Zeta Reticulans, and other fringe
material that make our enemies
overjoyed and our supporters
dismayed. Thousands of dedicated
investigators who spent time’

tracking down UFO sightings
were not chasing past lives or
spiritual enlightenment. We must
maintain the scientific spirit of
these pioneer researchers,

We are seeing an alien agenda
that is nsing humans for selfish
purposes. They have not wished to
make formal contact. They have
engaged in a systematic physical
exploitation of humans because of
a specific agenda that advances
their designs. Humans do not fig-
ure into the equation as partners.
This is an alien-centered phe-
NOMENon.

As wsual, this is a greatly con-
densed summary of a Symposium
presentation. Members are urged
to obtain a copy of the Sympo-
sium Proeeedings and read the
entire contents of all the presenta-
tions. Thev are available from
MUFON, 103 Oldtowne Road,
Seguin TX 181554099,

Dick Mass

Nope! IFQ! This B-2 was photo-
graphed prior to a refueling misison
somewhere over the skies in
Northern California.

No doubt it's caused more than one

sighting report!







