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Reactions to a UFO Event 
By Dick Moss, MN MUFON State Dir.  

A newspaper in Fargo, The Forum, ran a story recently about he 
second UFO event near Tappen, North Dakota.  They make space 
available for public comments on many of their stories and it turned 
out that this one had a large number of people responding.  

This incident found a sixteen year old boy confronting creatures in a 
pig corral after midnight on Sept. 11.  The main points about the 
incident are that the young man was up at that time to get a drink of 
water and noticed shadows in their nearby pig corral.  He didn't know 
if is was a person, a deer, or a coyote. Curious, he quickly got dressed, 
went outside, and walked toward the corral.  On the way, he reached 
into a shed and grabbed a .22cal single-shot rifle.  Upon going over the 
fence he ended up close to four entities.  Two of them were dragging an 
apparently dead 450-lb pregnant sow toward two other entities.  The 
moon was bright enough that he could make out some details as the 
event unfolded.  At some point he realized that these were not ordinary 
people because they seemed to be at least seven feet tall and appeared 
all black. Instantly terrified, he shot one of the entities in its side and 
heard it emit a screeching squeal.  A fifth entity approached him from 
behind and reached over his shoulder to grab the front of his shirt and 
threw him to the ground.  The witness doesn't know for sure if he 
blacked out but did hear a loud metallic sound.  There is a windbreak  
around the corral consisting of three horizontal wooden boards to 
which ten-foot heavy gauge corrugated steel sheets that were three feet 
wide were nailed onto.  Two of these steel sheets were now on the 
ground. Some of the nails were pulled out of the wood and were still in 
the steel sheets and some nails remained in the wooden fence,  The 
entities and the pig were nowhere to be seen.  The witness ran to a 
mobile home near the farm house and awakened his sister.  He was 
agitated  and exclaimed, "They killed her, they killed her and I couldn't 
stop them."  

This article is an account of some of what appeared in the comments  
section of The Forum concerning the incident.  They run the gamut 
from belief to just plain mean-spiritedness,  There are well over one 
hundred postings.  

For a start, some comments were irrelevant, such as, "The big lies have 
been propagated through Fox News."  Another suggested that all you 
dippy's that don't think aliens could be messing with us think that 
J esus is going to come from the sky.  Now that is hilarious all you 
stupid church goers.  You've been duped.          
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One mean-spirited comment referred to eyewitness 
accounts from hicks in he sticks.  Another asked the 
question, "Have you ever been to Tappen? Have 
you seen who lives there?  Well?"  A few took aim at 
the newspaper for reporting the incident as news.  
One commented that the photo of the watering hole 
from the landing incident was wrong and should 
have been the bar in Tappen.  That's where a lot of 
people are apparently spending their time.  Another 
comment followed this same line by suggesting that 
Tappen folks are tipping glasses a little too much.   

There were some humorous comments such as 
"Anyone that would cross the universe to load hogs 
perhaps shouldn't be called 'intelligent life.'  One 
woman seemed comforted knowing that aliens eat 
red meat so that they have some of the same health 
concerns the rest of us have.  Another felt that 
bacon tastes so good that even creatures from other 
galaxies can't resist.    

One writer did not like the idea of using hypnosis 
because people are made to remember and it's 
dangerous because a person during regression 
surrenders their will to another person.  

Skeptics were fairly abundant.  One fellow said that 
the fact that this manages to make it into a 
newspaper is both hilarious and sad at the same 
time.  Another had it in mind that there is an 
explanation, namely, it's called making things up.  
Several were suspicious that this story appeared 
just before Halloween.  One fellow thought that the 
witness was gullible and apparently did not 
understand that the young man had experienced 
the event as opposed to being told about it.   

One writer didn't like the idea that if a congressman 
is trying to instigate the statutory rape of a page, 
newspapers can sit on evidence for a year waiting 
for more written proof.  But, a newspaper report on 
aliens can be printed on the basis of one person's 
eyewitness account without so much as a photo of a 
weird footprint.  He apparently didn't give much 
substance to the fact that the pig was gone and that 
the witness's shirt had been torn during the 
encounter.   

One man wanted to know the parent's secret for 
being able to sleep through hogs in an uproar, a 
gunshot and an unearthly scream.  A response was 
that pig corrals are usually far away from the farm 
house.   

Satan got into the act a few times with one person 
suggesting that demon angels are the ones causing 
all the sightings and problems.  Another felt that 
Genesis 6 came to mind because something is 
taking animal matter for some type of 
manipulation.    

I was in Tappen for a funeral a few days after the 
first incident, which was a landing trace case.  
Several thought it was strange that I happened to 
be in Tappen for a funeral at that time.   

On the positive side, one commented that the 
Forum had given us a story which should allow us 
to think rather than telling us what to think about. 
Another stated that it was sad that one cannot 
believe the words of a neighbor.  

A high school teacher wrote that she had discussed 
the Forum's article with her class as a current event 
and that the class did some thinking and debating 
over a seemingly fictionalized story.    

One man gave a good account of MUFON and 
wrote that it is a highly respected organization 
made up of credible people.   

By reading these comments it became sadly obvious 
that most people know virtually nothing about the 
UFO phenomenon.  Testimonials might have their 
place among neighbors and in a court of law, but a 
person describing a UFO event to another puts that 
person's credibility at risk.  Those of us who believe 
in MUFON as an educational and information-
based organization have a great task ahead of us if 
we think we can really make a difference.  Our 
educational outreach has to be greatly expanded.  
Increased membership is essential.  A small group 
of forty people meeting each month to discuss the 
UFO doesn't really make much of a difference.  But, 
forty thousand would.  

Those of you who might wish to read all of the 
comments do a search for Fargo Forum.  Click on 
IN-FORUM.  In the Search box type in Tappen 
UFO.  Click on the second Creature Sightings Stir 
Talk.  You will need to enter your email address and 
create a password.  Under Related Content click on  
Talk: Tappen ND UFO Sightings and you will see 
the page numbers.  Somewhere along the way you 
will have been prompted to create a fictional 
identifying name for yourself.      
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The CE4 Corner 
©2006 by Craig R Lang, MS CHt  

November/December, 2006:   
It can all be explained as...  

What is UFO abduction?  I have begun many an 
article with this question.  I believe it is one of the 
fundamental questions of UFO studies.  Over the 
last few months, I have heard several people give 
me what they were certain was the answer to this 
question.  Whenever I hear "the answer" from 
someone, my discernment filter kicks into high gear 
and these cases were no exception.  Thus, in this 
month's The CE4 Corner, let's examine some of 
these "certainties" and evaluate their validity.  

Earthlights 
One "certainty" that recently raised its head once 
again was the "earthlights" theory.  I heard this 
theory again broached at the Area 61 UFO 
Convention, on October 21, in Duluth, MN.  A 
presentation by one of the organizers of the 
convention described how one could explain UFO 
sightings - and even abduction reports - as the 
effects of earthlights.  This is a piezoelectric effect 
generated in the earth's crust.  It results in plasma 
discharges, somehow released as balls of light into 
the atmosphere.    

The Earthlights theory is supported with research 
by Michael Persinger, in which he has 
demonstrated psychological results in test subjects 
that are somewhat similar to those described by 
close encounter experiencers.  From these results, 
the earthlights theory makes the leap that this can 
explain UFO abduction.  In particular, one 
researcher, Albert Budden,(i) claims that electrical 
effects on the human brain result in the experience 
of the close encounter - and that this is the 
explanation for UFO abduction.  

Does this explain some of the abduction 
phenomenon?  I don't know, but perhaps it can 
help us to understand mechanisms by which the 
brain can undergo paralysis effects and perceive 
anomalous stimuli.  Yet I doubt that it can account 
for anomalous surgical scars, the experience of 
lying on the examining table and the host of 
complex, deeply experiential phenomena that 
comprise abduction.  

False Memory 
The next "certainty" we will examine is our old 
friend the "False Memory" hypothesis. A few days 

prior to writing this, I received an e-mail from a 
friend, calling my attention to an article in Skeptical 
Inquirer [ http://www.csicop.org/si/2006-05/si.html

 
].  In 

it, the author wrote:  

...Another area of importance was the critical 
evaluation of the use of hypnosis by UFO 
investigators, who believed they were uncovering 
repressed memories that depicted alleged 
abductions. J ohn Mack, a professor of psychiatry at 
Harvard, used hypnosis to probe the unconscious 
minds of certain troubled people who thought they 
had been abducted aboard UFOs by 
extraterrestrials. There was a similar pattern in 
such cases, he said, which was repeated time and 
time again by his patients: a sense of lost time, 
flashing lights, out-of-body experiences, etc. Mack 
thought this provided strong evidence for the claim; 
skeptics maintained that these evidences were not 
corroborated by independent testimony. At one 
point, Carl Sagan wrote to us, urging CSICOP to 
undertake an investigation of these claims, which 
by then were proliferating everywhere. We invited 
J ohn Mack to a CSICOP conference in Seattle in 
J une 1994 to hear what he had to say. There was a 
colorful confrontation between J ohn Mack the 
believer and Phil Klass the skeptic who insisted 
that hypnosis was unreliable as a source of truth. 
The influence of urban abduction legends 
popularized by the mass media predisposed many 
fantasy-prone persons to imbibe this tale, and the 
suggestibility of hypnotists reinforced the reality of 
their subjective experiences. Some critics asked 
Mack whether he accepted the fantasies of his 
psychotic patients as true which gave him some 
pause.   

The Amazing Kreskin, who used hypnosis in his 
act, appeared at one of CSICOP s conferences 
expressing doubt that hypnosis was a genuine 
trance state or a source of truth it seemed to 

work in suggestible patients because they followed 
the bidding of the hypnotist. (Incidentally, many 
skeptics were highly critical of Kreskin for 
suggesting that he possessed ESP.)   

I used to subscribe to Skeptical Inquirer for many 
years.  I dropped my subscription when they 
became too strident - almost religious in their 
proclamation that there is nothing paranormal, etc.  
CSICOP's view of UFO abduction appears closed to 
any possibility of it being real.  They subscribe to 
the "False Memory" hypothesis - blindly, in my 
view, and state that the proliferation of UFO 

http://www.csicop.org/si/2006-05/si.html
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abduction reports is due to the propagation of the 
belief in alien encounters.  

Could they be right?  Could the whole UFO 
abduction experience be due to memories 
inadvertently implanted by well-meaning 
hypnotherapists, reinforced by "new age" cultural 
beliefs?  We do have to grant that the human 
subconscious - accessible during hypnosis - is very 
suggestible.  In addition, I have no doubt that at 
least some of the memories of the encounter 
experience are symbolic, or otherwise non-
biographical.  Yet what does this imply?  To me it 
merely suggests we cannot treat the human mind as 
a tape recorder.   

I have tested the "false memory" hypothesis with 
"false lead" types of questions, suggesting "swamp 
gas and weather balloons" explanations.  I have 
found that experiencers fervently resist tugs in that 
direction.  I have also found cases where what the 
person thought was an alien encounter was actually 
awareness during sleep paralysis (ASP), highway 
hypnosis, or simply mis-accounted-for time - i.e. 
nothing UFOlogical happened.  Thus, claims that 
all UFO abduction narratives during hypnotic 
regression are the result of leading by the therapist 
are, in my view, invalid.   

I do not believe that we can necessarily take 
everything described while in hypnotic state as 
objectively biographical.  However, with clean 
regression techniques, meaningful material can 
result that truly gives one pause for reflection.  On 
occasion, accounts from one abductee correlate 
with that from other abductees(ii).  This suggests 
that there is objective verifiability to at least some 
material emerging from hypnotic regression.  I have 
also found cases where abduction accounts have 
correlated with physical evidence.(iii)  

In my view, the most important factor is that 
material emerging during hypnosis is usually 
deeply meaningful to the experiencer.  To me this is 
mostly what counts.  I consider hypnosis to be a 
healing tool, at least as much as a tool for objective 
research.  As my hypnotherapy instructor stated 
during my certification training, "Good research is 
good therapy."  Today, I believe this more than 
ever.    

While complex dynamics may be in play within the 
consciousness of the abductee, one thing we cannot 
do is invalidate either the experience or the 
experiencer.  Whatever the close encounter 

experience may be, it does not appear simply to be 
implanted memories from the therapist.    

Other Explanations 
Once one accepts that some UFO abductions are 
unexplained, a host of additional possible 
"anomaly" theories emerges.  The ones I have heard 
most often are:  

1. Religious views: That UFO abduction is either 
angelic or demonic:  One group of Christian UFO 
enthusiasts at the last MUFON conference 
expressed this theory to me as a "certainty."  They 
claimed that no one with sufficient religious faith 
would be abducted.  I suspect that a lot of very-
religious abductees would disagree. 
2. Nuts-and-bolts ET hypotheses: That "they" are 
alien beings from another star system, visiting 
Earth for reasons that only they know:  This is 
probably the most common explanation/ hypothesis 
within the UFO community.  I suspect that it is, at 
least in part, accurate.  Yet in other articles we have 
seen that the number of abductions is apparently 
very large.  This would require a tremendous 
number of UFO flights to the earth, and a vast alien 
infrastructure to support them. 
3. The J ungian or paranormal view:  That the 
entities behind the phenomenon are in some way 
metaphysical, having a nature that our current 
understanding of reality cannot fully explain.  This 
hypothesis goes a long way towards addressing the 
paranormal nature of many UFO sightings and 
encounters.  At least in part, I suspect that it is 
valid.  

Which explanation... 
Which (if any) of the explanations we have 
discussed in this article comes closest to explaining 
UFO abduction?  I believe that none fully covers the 
truth, yet I suspect that each might account for at 
least some cases.  I am skeptical of claims that any 
currently available explanation, either mundane or 
extraordinary, applies to all close encounters.    

As I stated above, I do not know what the close 
encounter is.  I believe that it represents one of the 
greatest mysteries of our time, one in which we 
have only begun to scratch the surface of the truth.  
I also believe that we do not even begin to 
understand the true nature of the phenomenon of 
UFO abduction.  

i Albert Budden, UFOs, Psychic Close Encounters, an Electromagnetic 
Indictment 
ii Raymond Fowler, The Allagash Abductions 
iii See the Northwestern Wisconsin Experiencer case: 
http://www.mnmufon.org/abdinv.htm#ecwi

  

http://www.mnmufon.org/abdinv.htm#ecwi
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Symposium asks: What if Earth is a 
penal colony for aliens? 

Historians, filmmakers, authors gather 
at SMU to think outside the box 

By Paul Everest - peverest@hfxnews.ca

 
The Daily News, Sunday, October 15, 

2006 
http://www.hfxnews.ca/index.cfm?sid=8806&sc=2

   

Could Earth be some kind of penal colony for an 
alien race? This was one of many fantastic 
questions brought up yesterday at the New 
Frontiers Symposium at Saint Mary s University.  

Presented by Halifax s Redstar Films Ltd., a 
company that produces documentaries on subjects 
ranging from space to classical music, the event 
brought together an international lineup of 
historians, authors and filmmakers to discuss 
everything from space exploration to 
extraterrestrial life to cryptozoology, the study of 
animals that are rumoured to exist, such as the 
sasquatch, but have not been proven.  

Although he acknowledges that some of the topics 
sound kooky, Redstar Films President Paul 
Kimball said there is a great deal of science and 
history behind each idea. For him, the event could 
be described as a science-fiction convention 
meeting an academic discussion, with everyone 
coming away with new ideas. There s a huge gee-
whiz factor there, he said.  

Kimball also spoke at the symposium about 
evidence supporting and debunking stories about 
UFO sightings, something he and his colleagues 
referred to as a cosmic Watergate. He said these 
kinds of topics, which may seem strange to some 
people, are right at home with more conventional 
subjects, especially since life has begun imitating 
art as cellphones and computers mimic technology 
seen in movies. Science fiction is not that far from 
becoming science fact, he said.  

Even cryptozoology is not so far-fetched, he added, 
when one considers recent discoveries in Indonesia 
of creatures never thought to have existed before.  

There are places even on our own planet, frontiers 
that we still have to explore, he said. So the 
possibly does exist that perhaps some of these 
mythical creatures might actually be real and we 
might actually discover them someday.

  
Following Kimball was a presentation from Stanton 
T. Friedman, an author and former nuclear 
physicist. His discussion, entitled Flying Saucers 
and Physics, dealt with the realities of aliens 
visiting Earth from a scientific point of view.  

We have to look at things in the right way, he 
said, adding that since humans had achieved 
success in technologies such as nuclear fission, 
advanced civilizations could have harnessed the 
power of nuclear fusion, an energy that could get 
their ships to Earth, since it can be found in any 
star.  

But Friedman also speculated that this planet could 
be some extra-terrestrial society s version of 
Australia, or a dumping ground for prisoners, as he 
considered human civilization to be caught up in 
tribal warfare. If that were the case, he said, 

aliens are probably hanging around to make sure 
we don t leave the solar system. If there s a galactic 
federation out there, it s probably thumbs down to 
Earth, he said.  

Marishka Brown of Halifax caught most of the 
presentations throughout the symposium. She said  
the discussions and lectures opened her mind. It s 
the possibilities that I find fascinating, she said. 
And it s romantic to think that we re not alone.

    

Think Cosmically, Act Locally: UFOs and 
Politics 

http://www.binnallofamerica.com/tr10.16.6.html

  

That s a bumper sticker I saw a few days ago; a 
twist on the "Think Globally, act locally motto. 
(Also reminds me of another favorite bumper 
sticker: Visualize Whirled Peas.)  

A couple of days before I listened to the J im Marrs 
interview: http://www.binnallofamerica.com/boaa9.10.5.html

 

here on Binnall of America, I wrote about my intent 
to be more vocal regarding politics on my blog, The 
Orange Orb. http://ufobits.blogspot.com/2006/10/bringing-
politics-into-ufo-%20land.html

   

Listening to the interview with Marrs, which was 
great of course, I was struck by what he said about 
politics. All of what Marrs had to say impressed me 
naturally but Marrs comments on politics 
especially piqued my interest.  

Regarding world hunger and the globalization of 
the planet -- our planet -- Marrs said that 

http://www.hfxnews.ca/index.cfm?sid=8806&sc=2
http://www.binnallofamerica.com/tr10.16.6.html
http://www.binnallofamerica.com/boaa9.10.5.html
http://ufobits.blogspot.com/2006/10/bringing-
politics-into-ufo-%20land.html



