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Public Reaction to Alien Contact 
By Dick Moss, MN MUFON State Dir.  

This narrative is a condensed version of a presentation made during 
the 1988 MUFON UFO Symposium held in Lincoln, Nebraska.  The 
speaker was Raymond Boeche who, at that time, was MUFON's State 
Director for Nebraska.  Mr. Boeche was also on the Board of Advisors 
for Citizens Against UFO Secrecy.  

What would be the public's response if our government were to admit 
that UFOs are interplanetary vehicles?  Although there may be no real 
basis for predicting the public's reaction to such a declaration, there 
have been studies which have addressed this issue.  

Dr. Hadley Cantril, of Princeton University, examined the public's 
reaction to the 1938 War of the Worlds radio broadcast and could find 
no single factor that explained the extremes in behavior resulting from 
hearing this radio program.  But, the existing economic depression and 
unstable political atmosphere may have contributed to fostering some 
of the panic that was demonstrated during the program.  

After UFOs appeared in 1947 the Robertson Panel felt that there was 
no direct threat from sightings of these objects.  But, the overloading of 
emergency reporting channels with false information about alleged 
sightings, along with public vulnerability to possible enemy 
psychological warfare, could create a dangerous situation.  

With regard to the discovery of extraterrestrial intelligence, individual 
reactions would be varied and relatively unimportant.  

Societal reactions would presumably be shaped by several factors.  
Man has always thought of himself, as the only proven thinking being, 
to be the center of the universe and contact with an advanced 
civilization would destroy this belief.  The thinking was that if a 
society's technological, intellectual and spiritual goals were suddenly 
surpassed by advanced concepts from ETs, then we might no longer 
direct our energies toward newly outmoded goals and could therefore 
drift into stagnation.  

Politically, an authority crisis could spread criticism directed at 
political, scientific and religious leaders.  Alien culture could, in the 
minds of some, overshadow authority figures such as presidents and 
popes.  The Brookings Institute report, now known to most students of 
UFOs, made reference to the resulting confusion that might result from 
the intrusion of a superior culture.  If society's basic rules were 
removed, it could begin to disintegrate.  

How might society adapt?  One way would be to reshape itself around 
the  superior culture,  thus resulting  in  a  hybrid culture.  Another way  
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would be to try and preserve past values to retain 
cultural identity, thus creating more authority 
problems for government leaders.  A third 
possibility might be that the idea of nationalism 
would be replaced with a sense of humanity. We 
would cease to be Americans, Canadians, Chinese, 
or Eskimos and might, instead, start to think of 
ourselves as Earthlings.  

However, Mr. Boeche believes that so much has 
been said and written about the possibility of 
extraterrestrial life that people would not panic.  
Most of us understand that ET life may exist and 
that contact could ultimately occur. We are thus 
basically immune to a widespread hysterical 
reaction in the event of contact.  

As usual, this is a very short version of a past 
MUFON Symposium presentation.  If the reader is 
interested in reading the entire document, copies 
may still be available from MUFON.  All previous 
Symposium Proceedings have been electronically 
recorded and are available on disk from MUFON.  
Access: www.mufon.com for details.    

Could Aliens Be Hacking Into Your 
Computer? 

Tom Spears, Dec. 12, 2005  
The Vancouver Sun 

http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/story.html?id=ae92d0
1a-41ef-4323-80b5-188d1b2ed53e&k=48562

   

OTTAWA -- Could little green men be hacking into 
your computer?  

A scientist at a top U.S. physics lab thinks scanning 
the skies for signs of life leaves earthling computers 
wide open to virus attacks from space.  

Richard Carrigan is careful to note his claim of a 
security threat to Earth isn't sponsored by his 
employer, the Fermi National Accelerator 
Laboratory in Illinois.  

But he writes in a space journal that SETI, the 
project that invites people to run their computers 
non-stop in a search for life on other planets, may 
be inviting alien viruses to Earth.  

If astronauts ever go to Mars, we'll quarantine them 
afterwards in a check for harmful germs, he says.  

So why aren't we as careful with our computers? 

The "SETI hacker" hypothesis works like this: Tens 
of thousands of volunteers leave their computers 
running to scan through vast amounts of data from 
SETI.  

The network is called SETI@home. The signals are 
radio waves from space, and the SETI supporters 
hope that amid all the random background (radio 
waves from stars), there may be a signal from some 
distant civilization.  

But Carrigan warns such a signal might carry a 
virus, which would then spread to Earth computers.  

"The probability of a contaminated SETI signal is 
difficult to estimate; but if we never consider it the 
chance of infection is not zero," he writes. Then 
there's radio signaling, which has already told a 
good part of our galaxy that we're here, he argues.  

"An intelligent system 50 light years away detecting 
Earth's first radio signals could have broadcast a 
return signal that would now be reaching Earth," 
Carrigan writes. "There are about 400 stars within 
this 50-light-year sphere."  

He adds that "TV transmitters on Earth can be 
detected one light year away with contemporary 
technology."  

Carrigan submitted his ideas to Nature, a major 
science journal. It turned down a chance to publish 
them.  

A Nature editor explained: "While the subject does 
cross interdisciplinary lines this is not the main 
criterion we use for selection. Rather, papers 
should report deep new physical insights..... We 
have been unable to identify such aspects in the 
paper. The general premise of the manuscript even 
lacks some conceptual novelty, as it has already 
been explored in the book 3001, the Final Odyssey 
by Arthur C. Clarke."  

But physicists and space lovers are weighing in on 
science blogs with comments on the hacker theory 
and questions: Will space aliens use Macs or PCs?  

"We have bigger things to worry about. Those 
SETI@home people don't need to worry about 
aliens. They have to worry about their neighbor 
who is trying to get into the computer with 
malicious intent," said Patrick Lyons, manager of 
instructional innovation at Carleton University in 
Ottawa. 

http://www.mufon.com
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/story.html?id=ae92d0
1a-41ef-4323-80b5-188d1b2ed53e&k=48562
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"Aliens sending computer viruses? I suspect they 
have better things to do," he said. "They could be 
laughing themselves silly: 'Ha! They still use 
Microsoft!' "  

In the meantime, Carrigan suggests scientists are 
too trusting.  

"In science-fiction, all the aliens are bad, but in the 
world of science, they are all good and simply want 
to get in touch," he writes.    

The CE4 Corner 
©2005-2006 by Craig R. Lang MS, CHt 

January/February, 2006:  
A Strategy for Contact?  

Picture in your imagination a cosmic civilization 
with a vast spectrum of member species and 
cultures.  Imagine that it is governed in some 
enlightened way, maintaining order in the cosmos 
over many thousands of years - an evolved, ancient, 
stable federation of worlds.  Now imagine that at 
the periphery of this realm is a new world with an 
up-and-coming civilization.  On this distant blue 
planet, the beings are both civilized and warlike, 
poets and killers, saints and thieves.  They are 
diverse and quarrelsome but they hold promise.  
They could bring a new creative spark but could 
also bring danger.    

Is such a scenario reasonable?  Might a vast cosmic 
civilization exist out there?  Could we actually be 
pending newcomers to a cosmic community, of 
which we presently know nothing?  Might there, in 
fact, be a civilization of Watchers keeping an eye on 
us?  Ultimately, could they be preparing us for 
contact?  

In the previous edition of The CE4 Corner  
(http:/ / www.mm.com/ user/ crlang/ CE4_ Corner/ The CE4 Corner -

 

2005_10_29.htm), we suggested that the result of open 
contact between human and cosmic societies would 
likely be negative.  How could Visitors from 
elsewhere might safely open the door to contact 
with humanity without severely damaging our 
society?  Let's examine some possible ways by 
which the Visitors might close the gap between 
"them" and "us".  We can then ask whether an alien 
civilization, who or whatever it may be, might 
actually be initiating contact - and suggest some 
possible reasons they might have for doing so.    

Are the Visitors actually conducting such a program 
of orchestrated contact?  If so, then what might be 
their overall strategy?  Could the close encounter 
phenomenon be an early stage of such a plan, one 
in which contact is conducted one individual at a 
time?  Let's begin asking these questions by 
examining the big-picture of how the Visitors might  
conduct a program of contact, an E.T. strategy for 
Earth.  

The Deardorff Model 

  

A "Possible E.T. Strategy for Earth"  
Let's assume to be accurate, warnings of the 
dangers of open contact with extraterrestrial 
beings.  How could an E.T. civilization initiate 
contact, yet avoid these perils?   In his article, "A 
Possible Extraterrestrial Strategy for Earth"(i) Dr. 
J ames Deardorff postulates just such a model of 
contact, a slow, gradual progression of carefully 
managed steps.  The article begins with one of the 
biggest questions posed, perhaps the biggest 
problem with the traditional contact paradigm.  
This is the lack of confirmed ET intelligence (ETI) 
detections to date.  According to several possible 
interpretations of the Drake equation there should 
be a significant number of civilizations detectable to 
our radio ears.  Thus, according to the SETI 
paradigm, we should have heard something by now.  
Furthermore, the reasoning goes that if "they" have 
space travel capability, they should currently be 
visiting our skies, and should thus be visible to us.  
In short, in the words of the physicist, Enrico 
Fermi, "Where are they?"(ii)  

Probabilistic arguments alone suggest that a large 
number of worlds in our region of the galaxy could 
be home to intelligent races of beings.  On at least 
some of these worlds, the inhabitants should have 
developed a technological civilization, and 
potentially an interest in humanity.  Thus, any 
model of intelligent life in the universe must allow 
understanding of the statistical ubiquity of E.T. 
intelligence (ETI), while at the same time 
explaining this apparent lack of detection or open 
contact to date.    

The Deardorff model suggests a way to explain the 
apparent lack of contact with E.T. by the scientific 
community.  Yet at the same time, it hypothesizes a 
large-scale unfolding of covert contact between 
humanity and the extraterrestrial community.  
Deardorff envisions a staged program of 
quarantine, observation and gradual contact.  
Finally, once all previous stages are successful and 
the time is right, open contact can occur. 

http://www.mm.com/user/crlang/CE4_Corner/The
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Assumptions 
Deardorff and others(iii) make some very broad 
assumptions about the nature of potential Visitors 
to Earth, which help us lay the groundwork for our 
hypotheses.  They assume any world that has 
survived long enough, will be sufficiently advanced 
to be welcomed into the Cosmic Community, would 
have moved beyond its potentially warlike youth.   
We can reason that such a society would have 
reached a level of civilized enlightenment, and 
would be reasonably benevolent.  Thus, Deardorff 
suggests we can assume that, at least to some 
extent, they would be motivated to protect the 
interests of the developing worlds within their 
sphere of influence.  They would therefore be 
nurturing to "up and coming" worlds such as Earth.  

Contact Strategy 
As mentioned earlier, a quick perusal of speculation 
about the consequences of first contact(iv,v) 
suggests that for us, the consequences would be 
largely negative.  Thus, Deardorff proposes that 
today, any enlightened E.T. civilization would avoid 
open contact.  Instead, he suggests that an 
advanced civilization would follow a more subtle 
plan for the gradual acclimation of humanity to an 
E.T. presence.    

Deardorff proposes that Earth (and other emerging 
worlds) would likely be under some form of 
quarantine, a Star-Trek-like "Prime Directive".  
This would serve both to insulate "primitive" 
worlds such as ours from external influence and to 
prevent the expansion of humanity into the cosmos 
while we are still in our primitive (warlike) 
adolescence.  With this "prime directive" in place, a 
careful program of contact and acclimation could 
occur.  

An evolving contact agenda would most likely begin 
with an extended period of observation in which the 
extraterrestrials study humanity extensively, 
learning as much detail as possible about our 
society, capabilities, psychology, etc.  A program of 
limited contact would follow.  This careful, covert 
interaction would remain out of the attention of 
human authorities (political, military, scientific, 
etc).    

There would very likely be several stages to such a 
program of gradual contact:  

1. An initial observing stage: mapping, surveying, 
and scientific observations, effectively concealed 

from human perception, but including observation 
and study of humanity. 
2. Initial covert interaction: abductions and 
expanding clandestine contacts 
3.  Gradual disclosure of the E.T. presence in subtle 
ways, beginning at the grass-roots level, but 
perhaps also secretly, at official levels 
4. A Subtle infusion of knowledge of E.T. topics 
into the mainstream of human culture:  This would 
include concepts and/ or discoveries that shift 
human paradigms toward acceptance of contact.   
5. As humans eventually became more accepting of 
an E.T. presence, a careful, ever-increasing level of 
overt contact could occur.    

Deardorff also suggests that there might be an air of 
mystery and logical absurdity to such a contact 
effort, at least partially due to the advanced 
technology level of the E.T. visitors, 
"indistinguishable from magic"(vi).  He suggests 
that the E.T. presence might even deliberately 
conceal itself with such a veneer of absurdity.  One 
purpose of such deliberately illogical behavior 
might be to make it seem nonsensical and thus 
"unscientific", making it uninteresting to the 
scientific community.  In this way, the Visitors 
would avoid a premature acceptance by the 
authority structures of Earth - postponing official 
contact until humanity has sufficiently matured.  

In its early stages - stage 2, above - covert contact 
would occur with selected individuals at a grass 
roots level.  It would begin carefully, gradually 
widening in scope, acclimating greater numbers of 
people to the E.T. presence.  Such a slow but 
ubiquitous process of contact would be compatible 
with an overall "Prime Directive" style embargo yet 
would bring about a relatively painless preparation 
of humanity for E.T. contact.  

Within the CE4 phenomenon, we see many 
potential signs of such a covert, large-scale contact 
and acclimation process.  Indeed, when one 
researches the UFO and close encounter 
phenomenon to any degree, one finds that it seems 
centered around this very concept.  Most 
experiencers describe the phenomenon as being 
covert 

 

coming to them in the dark of night.  It 
also seems cloaked in mystery and absurdity, even 
an aura of magic.  It presents us with a host logical 
paradoxes and superpositions of reality, an overlay 
of dreams and the physical.  Is this "magic" simply 
our (mis)perception of a vastly superior 
technology?  Or is there a deliberate presentation to 
us of apparent absurdity, in order to repel the 
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"rational" scientific community?  The answer to this 
question is not at all clear but the fact remains that, 
in the eyes of the scientific community, no apparent 
contact is yet accepted as having occurred.  Yet to 
the myriad of individual experiencers, such contact 
appears to be ubiquitous.    

The vast scope of the CE4 phenomenon seems 
entirely compatible with the bottom-up strategy 
described in the Deardorff model.  The Roper poll 
and other estimates suggest that phenomenal 
contact affects nearly one percent of humanity in 
some form.  This could be seen as an indication of a 
massive effort to reach, and presumably to 
acclimate humanity to the Visitors' presence.  We 
can imagine a goal of eventual open disclosure, 
when the time is right, presumably culminating in 
the entry of humanity into what UFO researcher 
and author, Stanton Friedman has referred to as 
"The Cosmic Kindergarten"(vii). Might such a 
program of covert, widening grass-roots contact - 
an "Extraterrestrial Strategy for Earth" - be a core 
component of such an alien agenda?    

In the next issue, we will look at some more models 
of contact, such as the "Zoo" hypothesis, and the 
"National Park" metaphor.  How do these models of 
contact mesh, and how might they conflict?  How 
can we build a synthesis of possible ways to 
understand the interaction with our Visitors from 
the other side of the sky?  For answers to some of 
these questions, check out the next issue of The 
CE4 Corner...  

i   Dr. J ames Deardorff, "A Possible Extraterrestrial Strategy 
for Earth", in the book "Alien Update" edited by Timothy Good 
ii  The Fermi Paradox is described on the UFO Evidence 
website:  http://www.ufoevidence.org/topics/Fermi.htm

  

iii  Carl Sagan, "The Cosmic Connection", Cambridge 
University Press, 2nd Edition, 2000 
iv  Brookings report can be found on the Enterprise Mission 
website:  http://www.enterprisemission.com/brooking.html

  

v "When UFOs Arrive" Popular Mechanics, February 2004 
cover story:  "When UFOs Arrive" 
http://www.popularmechanics.com/science/space/1283081.ht
ml

  

vi  Clarke's Third Law:  see Arthur C Clarke's Laws: 
http://www.lsi.usp.br/~rbianchi/clarke/ACC.Laws.html    
vii Reference to "The Cosmic Kindergarten" by Stanton 
Friedman in the site: The UFO Challenge, found on  
the web at:  http://www.v-j-enterprises.com/sfchlng.html

         
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION  2005 

By William I. McNeff 
There were two important events in 2005 that 
further raised the visibility of the UFO/ ET subject 
in the public eye, although one of them had more 
effect in Canada.  

The first was the ABC-TV special "UFOs: Seeing Is 
Believing" presented on February 24, 2005 and 
hosted by the late Peter Jennings.  The consensus of 
UFO researchers seems to be that the first hour 
persuasively made the case for the reality of UFOs 
as alien craft, but the second hour did a hatchet job 
on the idea that alien abductions of humans are 
taking place.  Unfortunately, the aura of disbelief 
about abductions probably left the casual viewer 
with mixed feelings about the whole subject.  The 
special did end with a plea by the well-known 
physicist Michio Kaku for open-mindedness and 
further study of the UFO/ ET subject, which should 
have partially countered the previous negativism.  
In the months since the special, there has been so 
much compelling news about other subjects that 
any inclination of the media to do more with this 
subject has apparently been stifled.  Yet, the fact 
that a major network did a more-or-less serious 
presentation of the subject is a major step forward.  

On September 25, 2005, in a startling speech at the 
University of Toronto that caught the attention of 
mainstream newspapers and magazines, Paul 
Hellyer, Canada's Defense Minister from 1963-67 
under Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Prime Minister 
Lester Pearson, publicly stated: "UFOs, are as real 
as the airplanes that fly over your head."  

Mr. Hellyer went on to say, "I'm so concerned about 
what the consequences might be of starting an 
intergalactic war, that I just think I had to say 
something." Hellyer warned, "The United States 
military are preparing weapons which could be 
used against the aliens, and they could get us into 
an intergalactic war without us ever having any 
warning. He stated, "The Bush administration has 
finally agreed to let the military build a forward 
base on the moon, which will put them in a better 
position to keep track of the goings and comings of 
the visitors from space, and to shoot at them, if they 
so decide."    

Hellyer has joined forces with three Non-
governmental organizations to ask the Parliament 
of Canada to hold public hearings on Exopolitics -- 
relations with "ETs." By "ETs," Mr. Hellyer and 
these organizations mean ethical, advanced 

http://www.ufoevidence.org/topics/Fermi.htm
http://www.enterprisemission.com/brooking.html
http://www.popularmechanics.com/science/space/1283081.ht
http://www.lsi.usp.br/~rbianchi/clarke/ACC.Laws.html
http://www.v-j-enterprises.com/sfchlng.html
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extraterrestrial civilizations that may now be 
visiting Earth.  

Hellyer also stated, "The secrecy involved in all 
matters pertaining to the Roswell incident was 
unparalleled. The classification was, from the 
outset, above top secret, so the vast majority of U.S. 
officials and politicians, let alone a mere allied 
minister of defense, were never in-the-loop."  

It is my feeling, based on everything that I have 
studied and heard, that the "Roswell" crashes 
(there appear to have been at least two, and 
probably three) were crashes of ET craft, possibly 
caused by the high-powered radar the Army 
operated in the area.  Also, there is much evidence 
that there was a group of men appointed to manage 
the crash debris, which may have been called MJ -
12. On the other hand, many of the "MJ -12 
documents" may be partial forgeries, serving a 
double purpose of providing both information and 
disinformation. Dr. Robert and Ryan Wood are 
researching these documents and attempting to 
make careful judgments of the authenticity of each.  

Another pair of events, which may be of lesser 
importance, depending on the motivation behind 
them, concerned admission of "aliens" to the U.S.  
The "aliens" in this case consisted of good Canadian 
citizens. Grant Cameron, UFO Researcher and 
popular speaker, was denied entry into the U.S. 
under the claim that he was engaged in illegal work 
for pay.  He was to speak at a UFO conference and 
receive an honorarium!  It was surmised by many 
that his exclusion was possibly revenge for his 
revelations about U.S. officials' knowledge of the 
UFO subject.  In the October timeframe, according 
to the Minneapolis Star Tribune a Canadian couple 
in their 70s, who own a condominium in Florida, 
stopped at an entry station at the U.S. border on 
their way to Florida.  When the customs official 
discovered a small toolbox in the couple's vehicle, 
they were denied entry again under the claim that 
they were planning to engage in work without a 
green card!    

This, from any reasonable viewpoint, was 
ridiculous; the toolbox was brought merely in case 
something in the condo needed to be fixed.  The 
UFO research community needs to keep a careful 
watch on the U.S. government to see if these events 
represent an attempt to harass and to stifle 
research.  

There are many theories about the purposes of ET 
visitation.  An experiencer with whom I have been 
frequently communicating believes one of their 
purposes is to create a better human being.  
Quoting loosely, he says, "All the talk of [ETs] 
impregnating human females is true, but not for the 
reason that is commonly used.  They are not trying 
to save themselves from genetic disaster; they are 
building a better human  They are building the 
forces of life against darkness "   

Let us hope that is the case, but let us continue to 
study the ET phenomenon and try to learn as much 
as possible about what is going on.    

Walter Haut Issued UFO Crash Report 
Filer's Files #52, December 21, 2005 
George A. Filer, Dir. MUFON Eastern  

ROSWELL 

 

I met and talked with Walter Haut 
several times during my speaking engagement at 
the museum.  He was always friendly, an officer 
and a gentleman who had inside knowledge of the 
Roswell UFO crash.  He was a U.S. Army lieutenant 
who was the Base Public Relations Officer at 
Roswell Army Air Field that issued the famous 
news release about the crash of a flying saucer, in 
New Mexico in 1947.  Walter has died at 83, but the 
speculation he started about the UFO crash will live 
on.   

He would invite me in and close his office door at 
the Roswell Museum to explain details of what he 
knew about the crash. He always told me there was 
a lot more information that he had sworn not to 
tell, but it would be released after his death.    

He told me, that on J uly 8 , 1947, Col. William  
Blanchard, the base commander dictated 
information about a recovered flying saucer and 
ordered Haut to issue it. He implied the story was 
designed to take the heat off the recovery of a UFO. 
That a weather balloon cover story would follow his 
release. Walter was convinced an alien craft had 
crashed but too many people knew about it.   

The Roswell Daily Record ran a bold headline J uly 
9, 1947: RAAF Captures Flying Saucer on Ranch in 
Roswell Region. Later the Army claimed it was the 
recovered wreckage of a  weather balloon. In 1991, 
Haut and two other men founded The International 
UFO Museum where he was president until 1996.  
More than 2 1 / 2 million people have visited the 




