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Directors Report   

UFO-Related Physiological Effects 
by Dick Moss, MN MUFON State Dir.  

During the MUFON Symposium held in Seattle on J uly 7-9, 1995, a 
presentation titled Developing a Catalog of UFO-Related Human 
Physiological Effects was delivered by J ohn Schuessler.  Many field 
investigators may not consider a possible role for themselves in the 
event of injury to a person caused by a UFO.  

Dr. J . Allen Hynek was quoted as saying that we have too many 
sightings, yet we are far from a solution.  He went on to recommend 
that researchers specialize in some unique aspect of the UFO.  

Consider that Stanton Friedman, Don Berliner, Kevin Randle, and 
Donald Schmitt have done a great amount of research on the Roswell 
crash.  Linda Howe and Tom Adams are known for their work on cattle 
mutilations.  Dr. David J acobs, Dr. J ohn Mack, Budd Hopkins, Yvonne 
Smith, and Dr. J ohn Carpenter have specialized in abductions.  Len 
Stringfield was dedicated to crash-retrieval research.  These are the 
kinds of efforts most apt to result in the accumulation of important and 
relevant data.  

The development of specialized databases is another valuable effort.  
Ted Phillips assembled a database of more than 4000 landing trace 
cases.  Gordon Creighton cataloged 170 cases relating to UFO effects 
on animals, birds, and small creatures. Dr. Richard Haines has 
documented 3000 cases from aircraft pilots around the world.  Dr. 
Mark Rodeghier of CUFOS put together a catalog of 441 UFO reports 
involving vehicle interference.  A similar effort was made in Australia 
by Keith Basterfield and Paul Jackson.  Gordon Lore and Major Donald 
Keyhoe produced a report on strange effects from UFOs.  Efforts like 
these help to define the nature of the UFO situation.  

The collection of data related to human physiological effects in UFO 
cases was originally of secondary interest to researchers. Early 
investigators wanted to know about the when and where of an event 
along with a description of the UFO.  The only time medical data was 
gathered was if an injury had occurred which demanded medical 
treatment.  Many that had been injured did not reveal that a UFO had 
been the cause.  Victims suffered alone.  Due to the giggle factor there 
was a risk in speaking out.  A lack of cooperation among UFO 
organizations left the data stranded in private files so that they were 
poorly investigated.  

In 1991, MUFON formed a Medical Committee, drawing researchers in 
from many medical specialties, to evaluate case data and provide an 
information  exchange  for the  organization.   A study  of  physiological    
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effects on witnesses and their possible treatment 
became another specialty area of concern.  

If an investigation becomes involved with UFO 
injuries to a witness there is a simple set of 
instructions for field investigators to use and are 
found in the MUFON Field Investigator's Manual.  
If one finds evidence of an injury the field 
investigator should contact MUFON headquarters 
for assistance by the nearest MUFON Medical 
Consultant.  

A list of obvious effects of interest includes feeling 
of heat, field effects (hair stands on end), 
disorientation, time loss, pain, headache, paralysis, 
marks on skin, burns, lumps, growths, sores, loss of 
appetite, diarrhea, lethargy, eye problems, hair 
loss/ gain, tooth damage, psychological problems 
and paranormal effects.  

There are also some hidden effects that should be 
explored.  Without leading the witness, an 
investigator should explore unusual feelings, 
strange dreams, and cancers or heart problems that 
develop in days, weeks, or months following the 
encounter. Investigators should be alert to medical 
evidence caused by abductors including medical-
type examinations, evidence of insertion of needles, 
implants, and possible reactions to devices used by 
abductors.  

Burns, rashes, cuts, bruises, needle marks, 
discolorizations, hair loss, and eye problems should 
be documented on tape and film using a close-up 
lens.  

Injuries as defined by the MUFON Field 
Investigator's Manual are grouped into four 
categories.  

Category 1 - Temporary injuries such as paralysis, 
dizziness, nausea, vomiting, headache, tingling 
sensations, electrical shocks, feeling heat or field 
effects, temporary blindness, mild burns, 
perception of odors and sounds.  

Category 2 - Chronic effects such as skin lesions 
including severe burns, scarring, open sores, 
cancers, and anemia.  

Category 3 - Those involving female abductees, 
missing fetus and implants.  

Category 4 - Psychological or paranormal evidence 
as noted by the witness. 

What follows are three brief accounts of medical 
injury.  

Businessman and ranch owner Luis Fernandes 
Barros, was found dazed in a carriage behind a 
donkey.  He told of a lighted object that came over 
him two hours before daylight.  A door on the 
bottom of the craft opened and a beam of light was 
projected on him.  He experienced nausea, 
diarrhea, headaches, and vomiting.  Three months 
later his hair turned white and by the end of six 
months Barros had lost all mental faculties.  

J ose Bogea was walking from his home.  He was 
chased by a bright, blue light.  He shined his 
flashlight on it and immediately it flashed a light 
back, knocking him to the ground.  It was like an 
electrical shock.  J ose regained consciousness the 
next morning.  His arm was completely numb and 
his kidneys, spine, and right side hurt badly.  He 
had no appetite for eight days and had to use a cane 
because he couldn't stand on his right leg without 
it.  

Two women and a boy encountered an object 
hovering over a road in Texas.  The object was 
huge, diamond-shaped and brilliantly lit.  The car 
became hot and they stopped and got out of it to 
avoid being burned.  When the object flew away ten 
minutes later it was followed by a large group of 
military helicopters.  They experienced burns on all 
exposed skin, eye damage, hair loss, diarrhea, 
vomiting, headache, dizziness, weight loss, energy 
loss, and cancer.  

UFO confrontations involving harm to humans only 
happen in a small percentage of cases, but because 
they happen when least expected, investigators 
have been ill-equipped to deal with them.  Due to 
the nature of the phenomenon medical 
professionals have lacked the knowledge and desire 
to deal with these kinds of problems.  

MUFON has a group of medical consultants 
involved in the MUFON Medical Committee and 
the new Field Investigator's Manual has 
instructions on how to deal with injury cases.  

The above summary is a condensed version of a 
presentation made by J ohn Schuessler. Those who 
wish to read the complete account in the 1995 
MUFON Symposium Proceedings, plus twelve 
others, can go to www.mufon.com and click on the 
MUFON Store link located to the upper left.  Copies 
of other Symposium Proceedings are also available. 

http://www.mufon.com
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BRAZILIAN MILITARY RECOGNIZE 
UFO RESEARCH AND RELEASE 

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION 
By A. J. Gevaerd,  

Friday, May 20 , was an historic day for Ufology in 
Brazil and in the world as the Brazilian Air Force 
(FAB), for the very first time in its history, officially 
receives a committee of top UFO researchers to 
openly discuss sightings in the country and fully 
exam classified UFO documents in several military 
facilities in Brasilia, the Federal Capital.   

By doing this very important step, Brazilian Air 
Force (FAB) has placed Brazil in a very short list of 
countries whose militaries acknowledge the Ufology 
as a serious activity and significative effort to fully 
understand the nature and origin of UFOs. We 
want to have all info on the subject, that is withheld 
by us for some decades, fully released to public, 
through the UFO community , declared brigadier 
Telles Ribeiro, chief of Brazilian Air Force 
Communication Center.   

The Brazilian Government, through the Brazilian 
Air Force, has finally decided to come forward and 
recognize the UFO research as a genuine activity as 
a direct result of the intense pressure made by the 
campaign UFOs: Freedom of Information Now, a 
movement started by the Brazilian UFO Magazine 
in April 2004. The campaign was launched by the 
Brazilian Committee of UFO Researchers (CBU), 
composed of 6 UFO civilian researchers: Claudeir 
Covo, Marco Petit, Rafael Cury, Reginaldo de 
Athayde, Fernando Ramalho and A. J . Gevaerd 
(Athayde was sick an replaced by new interim 
member veteran UFO researcher Roberto Affonso 
Back).   

Details of the campaign both in Portuguese and in 
English can be consulted at: www.ufo.com.br

 

and 
www.ufo.com.br/secrecy.php.    

The approach of the Brazilian military by the CBU 
committee started last February, ten months after 
the campaign begun, with a phone call from a 
Brazilian Air Force spokesman, major Antonio 
Lorenzo, and a formal invitation to a visit and a 
chat in some Air Force headquarters in Brasilia. 
Major Lorenzo fully recognized the UFO 
researchers efforts in this field and provided a few 
details of what kind of reserved files and 
procedures the Brazilian Air Force (FAB) has about 
the UFO Phenomena and its detection, recording 
and investigation in the country.  

Two meeting between the civilian UFO researchers 
and the military took place last Friday, May 20 , and 
firstly happened in the headquarters of the 
Integrated Center of Air Defense and Air Traffic 
Control (Centro Integrado de Defesa Aérea e 
Controle de Trafego Aéreo, Cindacta), a very 
sensitive facility. During two hours, the researchers 
were given lectures of the procedures conducted at 
Cindacta and had the chance to visit air traffic 
control rooms and understand how UFOs could be 
detected by the Air Force personnel.   

The second and most important meeting took place 
just after this one at the very reserved facilities of 
Brazilian Air Defense Command (Comando de 
Defesa Aerea Brasileiro, Comdabra), an even more 
sensitive installation that controls the entire air 
defense situation in the country and surrounding 
areas of Atlantic Ocean and South America. In this 
facility the UFO researchers were given full briefing 
of the top aspects of aerial defense of the country.  

It was in this facility that its own commander, 
brigadier Atheneu Azambuja, admitted to the UFO 
researchers how concerned the Brazilian military 
are about the UFO phenomena. Azambuja also gave 
details of Comdabra procedures and openly 
admitted that the country has systematically 
detected and registered UFOs in the country ­ 
labeled as H Traffic ­ since 1954. That wasn t a 
surprise for the UFO researchers of the Brazilian 
Committee of UFO Researchers (CBU), but how 
this registering process took place was.  

After detailed explanations of Comdabra activities, 
brigadier Atheneu Azambuja, for the first time in 
history, gave full access to the civilian UFO 
researchers to exam 3 different folders with 
classified UFO information, cases from specific 
dates of 1954, 1977, and 1986. The first case was an 
airplane pursuit of a UFO in the ocean shores of 
Paraná State.    

The second file was much more important. In the 
folder containing the 1977 docs that could be 
examined by the UFO researchers were dozens of 
cases of UFOs in the Amazon with and amazing 
amount of over 100 pictures made during the so-
called Operation Saucer, an official program of 
UFO investigation by the military that took place 
from September to December, 1977, and has been 
fully covered by specialized UFO press over the 
world.  

http://www.ufo.com.br
http://www.ufo.com.br/secrecy.php
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The third case was the The Official Night of UFOs 
in Brazil , a very significative group of events that 
happened in May 1986, when 21 objects of over 100 
m in diameter jammed Brazilian air traffic control 
system over Rio de J aneiro, Sao J ose dos Campos 
and Sao Paulo, mainly, and several jets were sent to 
intercept ­ without any success ­ the intruders.  

The Brazilian Air Force (FAB) representatives at 
those meetings then fully admitted that Ufology is 
serious business and broadly recognized the activity 
of UFO research by the civilian UFO community. 
And also guaranteed that further steps are about to 
be taken to let the researchers to exam the entire 
military UFO files in a more comprehensive way. 
Plus, a committee of military and civilian UFO 
researchers was promised to start operating very 
soon, coordinated by the Brazilian Committee of 
UFO Researchers (CBU).    

This certainly means that we will start a new era in 
Ufology in Brazil and in South America. Very good 
things are about to happen as the Brazilian Air 
Force (FAB) command, the Brazilian Ministry of 
Defense and the Brazilian president Luis Inacio 
Lula da Silva receive the open letters and formal 
requests for opening for good the documents and 
start the mentioned committee, as presented to 
them by their spokesman.  More news to come.   

A. J . Gevaerd, Editor of the Brazilian UFO 
Magazine and Head of the Brazilian Committee of 
UFO Researchers (CBU).     www.ufo.com.br,  
gevaerd@ufo.com.br

     

THE 1968 MINOT CASE 
By William McNeff, MN MUFON ASD  

In 1969 I visited one of my sisters and her husband, 
Richard Clark.  He had just left the Air Force after 
having fulfilled his military obligation.  He had 
been stationed at Minot, ND AFB on October 24, 
1968.  Early that morning a series of startling 
incidents occurred involving sightings of UFOs by 
Air Force personnel in the Minot area.  My brother-
in-law was a security officer and was assigned the 
task of collecting reports from the Air Force 
personnel and radar camera film from a B-52 that 
had been maneuvering in the area at the time. The 
next morning, an investigation team headed by a 
colonel landed at the base. The colonel asked for 
the radar camera film, which was locked up in the 
security room.  When this was refused because the 

colonel was not on the access list for the security 
room, he hit the ceiling!  A short time later, the 
Base Commander arrived, who did have access, and 
he gave the film to the colonel.  My brother-in-law 
was assigned to have prints made from the radar 
camera film.  He had two sets of prints made and 
kept one set.  Being aware of my interest in UFOs, 
he gave me those prints.  He also told me that the 
UFO seen by the B-52 crew was an oblong red-
orange glowing object.    

A few years later, after the Air Force's "Project Blue 
Book" files were sanitized and released to the 
National Archives in Washington, DC, I visited the 
Archives, applied for status as a UFO researcher 
and was given access to the files, which are on 
microfilm.  I found the Minot case, which covered 
about 100 frames, including the radar photos.  The 
document below is one of those pages:  

MINOT, NORTH DAKOTA, OCTOBER 24, 1968  

NATIONAL ARCHIVES ROLL # 82 FILE 12546-
12628 [10-26-68 to 2-10-69]  

MEMO FOR THE RECORD: At about 1730 hours 
[5:30 PM] the FTD Duty Officer called Lt. Marano 
[at Wright - Patterson AFB, Project Blue Book] and 
said they had a pretty important sighting from 
Minot AFB....[the] crew of a B-52 had sighted and 
photographed a UFO...I called Col. Quintanilla and 
told him of the sighting, then called Minot and 
talked to Lt. Col. Werlich, the UFO investigator... 
He gave details: "At about 0300 hours local time, a 
B-52 that was about 39 miles NW of Minot AFB... 
making practice penetrations sighted an 
unidentified blip on their radar.  Initially the target 
traveled 2-1/ 2 miles in 3 seconds or about 3000 
mph.  After passing from the right to the left of the 
plane it assumed a position off the left wing.  The 
blip stayed off the left wing for about 20 miles at 
which point it broke off.  Scope photos were taken.  
When the target was close to the B-52 neither of the 
transmitters in the B-52 would operate properly, 
but when it broke off both returned to normal 
function.  

At 0308 hours the initial report was rec'd from a 
Maint. team between [Minuteman missile sites] 
Nov. 8 & 7.  All observed the object.  They stated it 
was reddish orange in color, a very large object with 
flashing green & white lites.  After they entered 
Nov. 7 IF, the object came directly overhead with 
the sound of jet engines.  Sgt. Bond stated the 
object looked to him as the sun and came near the 

http://www.ufo.com.br
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Handred antenna at Nov. 1.  It then moved to the 
right and he sent the SAT to check.  The object then 
moved about 1 mi. away with the SAT following.  
They came within 1/2 mi. from where it appeared to 
be landing.  When it reached [the] surface, the lites 
became dimmer and finally went out.  S. Sgt. Smith 
at Oscar 1 saw the object separate in two parts and 
go in opposite directions and return and pass under 
each other.  At this time J uliet team and Mike Flt. 
team observed the same things...Observation 
period 45 minutes."  

A few years ago, I told Tom Tulien, UFO historian, 
about the Minot radar prints.  Because of the 
photographic reproduction process used to make 
the microfilms, the resolution of the radar prints 
that I have is much better than the photos on the 
microfilm.  When Tulien learned that ABC-TV was 
going to produce the Peter J ennings UFO special, I 
loaned the prints to Tulien so that he could loan 
them to ABC.  Tulien made some high-resolution 
digital scans of the prints before he loaned them to 
ABC.  ABC used these prints in the special.  This 
was one of the few cases with hard evidence that 
they presented on February 24, 2005.  A partial 
transcript of the Minot portion of the Peter 
Jennings Special follows:  

Blue Book Case 12548:   
J ennings: "In the middle of the cold war across 
remote stretches of the northern United States, the 
Air Force was keeping missiles and B-52s on alert.  
October 24, 1968, near Minot, ND, Airman 1st Class 
Mike O'Connor [and another airman] were 
dispatched to make routine repairs to a missile 
silo."  O'Connor:  "Out of the corner of my eye, I 
observed what I thought was a farmyard light, but it 
looked awfully bright.  As we proceeded, it seemed 
to lift off the ground and sort of paralleled us to the 
missile site and hovered [some distance away].  At 
this point we got out of the truck and it just sort of 
hovered there."  Staff Sgt. Bill Smith was in charge 
of security for ten missile sites.  Smith:  "These 
objects would rise and hover...they would dart very 
quickly one way or the other.  They were things we 
couldn't explain..."  

J ennings:  "The Minot AFB control tower diverted a 
B-52 to investigate.  Capt. Brad Runyon was the B-
52's copilot."  Runyon:  "The Air Traffic Controller 
asked us if we would mind going out to this one 
area and look for something.  I said, 'What do you 
want us to look for?'  They said, 'Well, you'll know it 
if you find it.'  Navigator Capt. Patrick McCaslin 
suddenly identified an object on his radar screen."  

McCaslin: "I saw a [radar] return...it showed an 
object off the right wing, about 3 miles away.  I told 
the radar navigator to turn on the radar scope 
camera.  The radar showed the object was flying in 
formation, climbing out with us and maintaining 
the same heading we were.  But what really watered 
my eyes was when this thing backed away and 
allowed us to turn inside of it!"  

[When the object suddenly disappeared from radar, 
instead of landing, they made a left turn and 
headed back to the northwest toward the area 
where the craft had gone off the radar.]   

J ennings:  "Capt. Runyon was the first to see the 
glowing craft hovering near the ground.  "When 
things like that are happening it seems like time 
stands still.  My estimate was that it was a 
minimum of 200 feet in diameter and hundreds of 
feet long.  [Attached to the oval] it had a metallic 
cylinder [that was] attached to a crescent moon.  At 
that point, I was fairly sure I was looking at an alien 
spaceship... something that came here from another 
planet..."  Runyon and other members of the crew 
reported their sighting. Sixteen others on the 
ground saw strange objects that morning.  

J ennings:  "In its final report, Project Blue Book 
said they were all seeing stars."  

Capt. McCaslin:  "I know none of those airmen were 
looking at stars.  It bothers me that Bluebook blew 
it off.  I don't think this incident has ever been 
adequately explained."  

J ennings:  "The Air Force finally got out of the 
business of trying to explain UFOs in 1969.  It 
closed down Project Blue Book.  There was one loud 
dissenting voice - Dr. J . Allen Hynek:  "The Air 
Force [ridiculed civilian observers].  But they could 
hardly say the men they had trained were not 
reliable observers."  

Some other incidents occurred near Minot during 
the morning of October 24, 1968 that are not fully 
documented in the National Archives.  But other 
sources (Tom Tulien and Richard Clark) tell us that 
two of the three perimeter alarms at one of the 
missile silos went off that morning:  The outer 
perimeter alarm on the gate in the chain link fence, 
and the inner alarm on the massive silo lid, which 
was supposed to sound only if the lid was moved.  
Technicians found the gate open, but there was no 
sign that the lid had been disturbed.  There was no 
good explanation for these alarms.  Also, Clark said 
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that a total of 58 military personnel had seen 
strange objects that morning.  

Also, two of the airman near a missile silo that 
morning got out of their vehicle as the unknown 
object approached, and were later found 
unconscious on the ground.  I personally don't have 
any more detail on this, but Tom Tulien may.  

This case, with its reliable observers and physical 
evidence in the form of radar photographs, 
temporarily malfunctioning transmitters in the B-
52, and unexplained missile silo alarms, must be 
considered one of the best cases in Ufology.  


