Minnesota M UFON Jour nal

| ssue #109

Sept./Oct. 2004

Directors Report

Foo Fighters
by Dick Moss, MN MUFON State Dir.

"Foo fighters,” aterm coined by allied pilots during World War Il for a
strange aerial phenomenon seen in the skies over Germany, might
have originated from the comic strip Smokey Stover. Smokey, a fire
fighter, liked to say, "Where there's foo, there's fire" The word "foo"
was a honsensical term used in a variety of contexts. Some think it
might have been an adaptation of the French word "feu," which means
fire. In effect, "where there'sfire there'sfire."

Although the UFO subject seemsto go far back in history, the modern
era can be considered to have begun in the mid -1940's with sightings
of glowing balls of light by pilots both over Europe and the Pacific.
Another term used was "kraut fireballs." They were also seen by
soldiers on the ground and sailors on ships.

Increased numbers were reported beginning in June of 1944 as the
Allies began invading France and as Germany was launching V-1 buzz
bombs against L.ondon.

These objects paced alongside Allied aircraft and sometimes "played
tag" with them. They seemed to be under intelligent control, were
never hostile, and it was assumed that they were some kind of secret
German reconnai ssance drone.

When Japanese and German pilots were later questioned it was
discovered that they had also seen them.

Some reportedly followed ships at sea and were also observed by pilots
during the Korean War in the early 1950's.

The New York Times published a report on Jan. 2, 1945, in which an
Air Force lieutenant claimed that there were three kinds of foo fighters
based on where they were in relation to an airplane.. There were red
balls of light that stayed close to an airplane's wingtips, balls of fire that
flew in front of them, or lights which appear far away, like a Christmas
tree in the air, flickering on and off. He confirmed that foo fighters
could match the maneuvers of airplanes.

A classified project had been established in England in 1943 directed
by Lieutenant General Massey. A few reports of crashed Allied aircraft
suggested that foo fighters might have caused the crashes by making
the aircraft's engines cut out, but this was unlikely. Foo fighters merely
tailed the planes and caused the pilots psychological distress. If fired
upon, foo fighters left the scene.
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Today, a foo fighter would be called a UFO. An
early characterization, such as "spherical fire"
might not sound familiar but we would know what
it means. And early descriptions of maneuverability
are similar to present-day accounts.

Following are a few representative examples of
encounters with these strange objects.

Two pilots were over Germany photographing troop
movements. After getting some pictures they were
heading for a new location. The wing man broke
radio silence and said that there were bogeys at 9
o'clock. Five objects that looked like silver footballs
were below them which stayed with the two fighter
planes. The pilot thought that they must be
something belonging to the Germans. He watched
to see what they would do, but they didn't do
anything. As they turned away towards a new
location the lead pilot thought that these things
must not be of much value to the Germans.

In late September, 1944 a German test pilot was
flying a new ME-262 jet when he saw two luminous
points off to hisright. He flew towards it and was
soon close enough to see that it was a cylindrical
object, 300 feet in length, and seemed to have
something like antennae spaced from its front to
about the middle. He estimated that he got to
within 1500 feet (about a quarter mile) of the object
and thought it ended up moving at a speed of 1200
mph.

On a bombing mission over Europe B-17's were
under attack from German fighter planes. After
one group had completed its bombing run, a
crewman watched another group approach the
target. To his amazement, the German fighters
stopped their attacks and were nowhere to be seen.
Instead, a cluster of silver objects was descending
into the group of bombers. As the cluster flew
through the bombers there was no effect on the
planes' wings or engines. One crew member
thought that an object had hit the tail of their B-17.
Later examination showed no mark had been made
on the tail.

On the morning of August 12, 1942, a Marine Sgt.
was on theisland of Tulagi in the Solomons. An air
raid warning was sounded and he went into his
foxhole and laid on his back. A roar that seemed to
"echo in the heavens," unlike the drone of Japanese
aircraft, was heard and then he saw a formation of
silver objects overhead that were higher than the

clouds. He estimated that there were over 150
objects moving in straight lines of about a dozen,
one behind the other. There were no wings or tails
and they wobbled slightly, shimmering in the sun.
He said that it was the most awe-inspiring and yet
frightening spectacle he had ever seen. Others on
the island also witnessed the event.

An experimental rocket was launched at the
Kummersdorf Test Center in February,1944 with
Goebbels, Himmler, and Kammler in attendance.
The launch was filmed and days later the film was
shown. A spherical object which circled and
followed the rocket was clearly visible.

It seems that these objects were also interested in
studying earth warfare in general. During the
Normandy invasion an object was seen from the
deck of an anchored ship at Omaha Beach. A
gunner was watching the sky as a dark cigar-shaped
object moved across the horizon a few miles away.
The object, moving fast enough that it could not
have been a blimp, traveled a circular course about
fifteen feet above the water and had no wings.

A columnist for the Los Angeles Herald Examiner
sent a dispatch saying that a party of four had
watched a red fireball move to a point directly over
the American-German front lines during the Battle
of Normandy. It then remained motionless for
fifteen minutes before moving on.

We might wonder how many reports from that era
might still be locked away somewhere. In 1992,
forty years after the fact, Barry Greenwood, from
CAUS, ferreted out fifteen mission reports from the
415th Night Fighter Squadron which were at the
National Archives in Suitland, Maryland. One of
these involved an incident in which a night fighter
encountered two sets of lights. He turned into
them and watched one set of lights blink out. The
lights in the second set quickly shot up 2000 - 3000
feet. The pilot turned away, looked back, and saw
that the lights had returned to their original
position.

Putting "foo fighters" into Google will bring up
about two dozen informative web sites, some of
which were used to gain information for this short
article. Thereisaso amusical group with the name
Foo Fighters, which slightly complicates a web
search.



They receive varying amounts of coverage in some
UFO books. Strange Skies (2003) by Jerome Clark
is about pilot encounters and there are ten pages on
foo fightersin Chapter 1.

Clark and Lou Farish wrote a five-page article, "The
Mysterious Foo Fighters of WWII1" in the magazine
UFO Annual 1977. If one can still get a used copy,
the pages are sure to be brittle and turning brown
around the edges. Luckily, thisarticlein its entirety
can be found on a website called UFO Area. Type
ufoarea.com into Google to bring up the home page.
On the left side click on Sightings. In the resulting
list it will be found ten up from the bottom. Or,
type "foo fighters clark" into the small search
rectangle and it will be at the top of the list.

Crop Circle Formation in
Cottage Grove, M N, 25 July, 2004
by Dean DeHarpPorte, MN MUFON
Field I nvestigator

COTTAGE GROVE, MINNESOTA

DISCOVERED 25 JUL 04

PHOTO 04 AUG 04

(C) 2004 SOUTH WASHINGTON
-0 BULLETIN - JUDY-SEQONER

At 6 PM on the evening of July 25, 2004, a farmer
noticed 5 crop circles in his oat field. The farmer is
prominent in the community and appeared to be a
reasonable and logical person. Since there was no
disturbance of the oat stalks near the circles, the
farmer feelsthereis no way that hoaxers could have
gotten into the field to make the circles, which are
about 75ft from the road at the edge of the field.
Between the road and the field is a 6ft high
padlocked chain link fence about 1 mile long. The
only access to the area where the circles were found
from other directions would have required
disturbance of the crop for several hundred feet.
Furthermore, the farmer said that if any
mechanical device had been used to down the crop
it would have separated the dry and brittle oats
from their stalks, which was not the case.

The farm is near Cottage Grove, MN, which is some
30 miles southeast of St. Paul. The people (not the
owning farmer) in the nearest residence, about a
half mile from the circles, could not see the circles
from their house and reported no unusual lights,
sounds, or other activity on the night of the 24th or
during the day on the 25th.

The field was investigated by certified Minnesota
MUFON investigators on August 8. The results of
the investigation and sampling procedures are
described in the sampling report below. By August
8, the oat crop had been harvested, so it was
difficult to determine the exact outline of the circles
and the lay of the crop had been disrupted by
harvesting equipment.

Nevertheless, it was possible to get reasonably
accurate measurements of one of the circles (circle
D in the sampling report) and to carry out soil and
magnetic  sampling  procedures.  Scientists
associated with BLT Research plan to study the
fungi on the roots of the plants to determine
whether the soil was abnormally heated.
Preliminary results of the magnetic sampling
indicate that there were tiny iron particles in and
around the circles. The density of these particles
apparently was greater just outside the circles than
within them. This preliminary finding is consistent
with the plasma vortex theory favored by some BLT
scientists.

M agnetic Drag

For the magnetic drag samples, a flat, 3.5in. dia.,,
1/ 2in. thick magnet mounted on the end of a 4ft.
wooden handle at a 45 degree angle to the plane of
the magnet was used. The bags were dragged once






