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Directors Report   

No t e: As o f Ja n . 1st, 2 0 0 4 Bill M cNeff a n d Dick M o s s 
will  switch their Minnesota MUFON official roles. Dick 
w ill b eco m e St a t e Dir . a n d Bill, As s is s t a n t St a t e Dir . 
Sin ce Bill is s t i ll St a t e Dir . a t t he t im e t h is is s u e g o es t o 
print, I am showing his report still as State Dir. 
Joel Henry, Ed.  

ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION  2004 
By William I. McNeff, MN MUFON State Dir.  

Infiltration of the UFO subject into the mass media continued with the 
Dec. 12th presentation by the SciFi channel of the Rendlesham Forest 
case, which has been called England s Roswell .  Original witnesses 
were interviewed and some of the main witnesses were brought to 
England to retrace their steps at the original locations.  This resulted in 
the revelation that the two incidents occurred at different locations, 
and that one location was out of sight of the famous lighthouse, 
eliminating it as the cause of one of the sightings. The program gave 
only a summary of the sightings, but the principals, including Col. 
Charles Halt, have given full details of the sightings on other occasions.  
Col. Halt stated that his famous memo left out important details of 
what happened in an effort to tone down the report.  The SciFi 
channel is to be commended for actually doing some serious research 
on this case.    

Some time ago I summarized in this newsletter a meeting which took 
place in December 1998.  In this meeting a man who claimed to 
represent a government group cognizant of the facts about UFOs stated 
that members of the government group were engaged in a phased 
release of information about the subject.  

Before and since that date many alleged government documents about 
MJ -12 , retrievals of crashed aerial vehicles, technology and 

extraterrestrial biological entities have surfaced from a variety of 
known and unknown sources. For more information about MJ -12, see 
An Alien Harvest and Glim pses of Other Realities, Vol. II: High 
Strangeness, both by Linda Moulton Howe.  Ms. Howe placed on her 
website an unsigned document dated October 21, 1990 and marked 
"CONFIDENTIAL, 0 copies, No dissemination".  This emerged 
allegedly from a British and American think tank in England about a 
program to acclimate the public to "first-hand encounter" 
phenomenon and "crop circles." Ms. Howe got her copy from J im 
Marrs who agreed its contents could be shared with the public, 
acknowledging that source verification is lacking.  However, the 
statements and reasoning in this document are worthy of analysis:        

   

     
Minnesota Mufon Meetings

  

Sat., Jan. 10th  

1:30-5pm 
& 
Sat., Feb. 14th 

1:30-5pm  

New Brighton Family 
Service Center 
400 - 10th St. NW  
(located 1/4-mile S.W. 
of Hwy 694 and 35W.)  

PARK FREE!  

The building is designated as 
non-smoking.  

See map on back cover

  

(Note: The building has no 
special security, so you can 
come and go as you please 
and smoke outdoors. There 
are elevators for those who 
may need them.)         
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TO: Policy Committee 

Subject: Observations on Public Acclimation 
Program 

"The metered release of information to the 
public through various unofficial channels 
continues to generate much interest and an 
increasing level of awareness, with little if 
any observable side-effects, other than 
healthy skepticism on the part of some 
people. 

We would like to suggest continuing the 
present approach, as it is making 
information available to those who are 
psychologically ready for it, without causing 
stress on those who are not ready. 

The present approach is also proving helpful 
to those who are having first-hand 
encounters. It is providing them with a 
context in which to put experiences they 
cannot otherwise explain or understand. 
Having some conception of this 
phenomenon is an enormous psychological 
relief to these people - and helps them get 
on with their lives, as best as possible. 
Providing information which helps people 
to cope will become increasingly important 
as the percentage of the population having 
these encounters continues to rise. Some 
assistance in this area can be expected by 
various civilian support groups, which have 
been formed by interested parties. 

Over time, it may be appropriate to increase 
the accuracy and the consistency of 
information in circulation. Possibly, as the 
public gets more comfortable with IAC 
sightings (Identified Aerial Craft and/ or 
Identified Alien Craft) and 'crop circles,' 
additional types of information can be 
released. It appears most of the research 
community is running one to two years or 
more ahead of the mainstream media. This 
gives some timeframe for possible 
disclosures to the general public - while 
providing advance details to those who are 
ready for it now. Having a certain number of 
informed citizens could well prove to be an 
invaluable resource in the face of 
unpredictable future events. Indeed, history 
may record that it was these aware people 
who set aside their differences and worked 
together most to help humanity, their 

country and their government in the 
changing times and challenges ahead."  

The first statement about The metered release of 
information supports the statement made at the 
Dec. 1998 meeting about a phased release of 
information.    

Regarding this, I have to mention a third-hand 
story passed on to me by a friend, who knew the 
best friend of a rancher woman whose ranch was on 
the north side of the White Sands Proving Ground.  
This rancher heard a crash one stormy night in J uly 
1947, and found a crashed craft within walking 
distance of the ranch house.  A degree of 
confirmation for this story subsequently appeared 
in the form of an alleged government document 
placed on the Robert and Ryan Wood website, 
listing a crash site in the Oscura range on the north 
side of White Sands.  The dovetailing of these two 
pieces of information increases my confidence in 
the value of the Woods documents.  

The statement about the percentage of the 
population having these encounters continuing to 
rise has interesting implications.  

The document states Some assistance in this area 
can be expected by various civilian support 
groups  We in MUFON have already recognized 
our responsibilities in this area, and educating the 
public is part of our official mission statement.  

Over time, it may be appropriate to increase the 
accuracy and the consistency of information in 
circulation.  This would imply that we have been 
given some disinformation and inconsistent 
information.  No big surprise there!  Grant 
Cameron and others have said that some of the 
leaked government documents may have been 

altered to get around the restrictions on release of 
classified documents.  

Having a certain number of informed citizens 
could well prove to be an invaluable resource in the 
face of unpredictable future events.  This 
statement implies that they do not know exactly 
what the aliens might do.  It reminds one of the 
statement in the MJ -12 Briefing Document that 
says a public announcement should be prepared in 
case of unforeseen events.  It also underlines the 
importance of groups such as MUFON.  

The final sentence mentioning the changing times 
and challenges ahead" is in accord with the rest of 
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the document, which implies concern but is notable 
for lack of panic.  I remain an optimist about the 
whole situation, and if I had to make a bet I would 
bet that ETs have both our interests and the 
interests of all beings in the universe at heart.  

Close Encounters and Taken,  
Two views of the UFO Phenomenon by 

Steven Spielberg 
©2003 by Craig R. Lang, MS. CHt  

One night, as I was doing some late night channel 
surfing, I stumbled across a rerun of the movie 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind . I had not 

seen this movie for awhile. And this time, I was 
struck by how accurately the movie seemed to 
capture the state of UFO studies during the 1970s.   
A few weeks later, the miniseries Taken was re-
aired on the Sci-Fi channel.  I was struck by how 
well each production seemed to capture the state of 
UFO/ CE4 studies, both as it was twenty-five years 
ago, and as it is today.    

It was 25 years ago, nearly this time of year, when I 
first saw the movie Close Encounters . It was a 
cold December evening, just after having taken my 
last final exam of that semester in engineering 
school. At that time in life, for a variety of reasons, I 
had a resurgence of interest in UFOs. There had 
been a recent surge of sightings, a few of which had 
made the media. There had been a few fascinating 
news items about SETI, including the WOW signal, 
in 1977. Yet, while interested, I really didn't know 
much about the state of UFO studies at the time. 
And so, much of the symbology - the most 
meaningful dynamics of the movie were lost to me.   

More historical perspective: This was not too long 
after the demise of NICAP. MUFON was a relatively 
young organization, with a bright future - but 
completely unknown to me. At that time, the 
abduction/ experiencer phenomenon apparently 
had not yet emerged into the world of UFO 
research. And so it appears that the present picture 
had not yet begun to form.   

Now, 25 years later, as I watched again, I noticed 
that many of the signs of the abduction 
phenomenon were actually depicted in the movie. 
But at that time, they were interpreted differently. 
Some of these were:   

 

Repeated, close-up sightings of UFOs.  

 
The compulsion to go-to/return-to a particular 
location - somehow associated with a sighting 
or anomaly experience.  

 
The sense of mission - knowing that there is 
something that one is supposed to do, but not 
sure what it means.  

 
Hidden knowledge - knowing something that is 
just outside of the edge of awareness - with no 
obvious source.  

 
The impact of the phenomenon on the family 
dynamics of the experiencer.  

 

The cover-up - the idea that there is a secret 
government effort to come to terms with the 
Visitors, in some way.   

Other aspects of the abduction phenomenon were 
pretty much missed. Missing time, the actual 
abduction scenario, and the apparent 
genetic/ reproductive aspects of the phenomenon 
had not yet emerged into the literature. In fact, they 
were actively denied by some researchers. I could 
not discern any references to the classic two-hour 
abduction event later described by Budd Hopkins, 
Whitley Strieber, etc...   

As I understand it, at that time the working 
hypothesis among UFO researchers was that the 
phenomenon was a nuts and bolts visitation by an 
extraterrestrial civilization. Perhaps they were 
preparing us for contact, and that at some point 
soon there would be overt first contact. Such a 
build-up toward open contact seemed to be 
suggested by the UFO waves of the 1970s. This 
includes the 1973 "Year of the Humanoid". It also 
includes the 1979 wave, which seems to be 
emerging in old sighting reports being investigated 
by Minnesota MUFON.   

Yet the overt contact never really happened. 
Instead, what emerged were increasingly common 
accounts of a covert/ furtive abduction 
phenomenon. Instead of a Fourth-of-July-style 
landing at a specially constructed amphitheatre at 
Devil's Tower, Wyoming, we have small entities 
appearing to a small percentage of humanity, 
individually, in the dark of night. It is a massive, 
but secretive effort of an unknown - and perhaps 
incomprehensible - nature.   

There was another fascinating thing which the 
movie captured, but which I had not yet understood 
until the present time.  This was the idea of a 
universal language. I had not understood the 
apparent ideas behind this until nearly twenty years 
later, when I had begun to study Eastern Tradition 
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Meditation. And at the core of this was the idea that 
there are universally-meaningful sounds. This is the 
idea behind mantras, chants, and some forms of 
prayer. In addition, the hand signs which were also 
depicted in the movie, and which accompanied 
these universal sounds, are also described in 
various forms in the eastern tradition.   

Although I am not aware of this permeating UFO 
studies at that time, I suspect that there were 
accounts of this surfacing in reports. I further 
suspect that many such accounts were in some way, 
the surface manifestations of deeper interactions 
with the phenomenon - abductions, contacts and 
other encounters.   

Now, twenty-five years later, Steven Spielberg has 
again made a movie about the UFO encounter 
scene.  This again captures the current state of 
thought in UFO studies. This is the miniseries 
"Taken" shown on the Sci-Fi channel this year.  
Overall, I am extremely impressed with the way 
Spielberg has portrayed the UFO abduction 
phenomenon. He seems to capture the ambiguity 
and reality-shift aspects of it extremely well. He 
also portrays the family-line "inheritance" that 
seems to be characteristic of experiencer families.   

In the key events in the series we see the character 
of Allie - the psychic child who is the apparent 
"end-product" of these family lineages. What seems 
to be portrayed here is Spielberg's idea of where the 
phenomenon is headed - and this is, that its 
purpose is to create a new-human.  This psychic 
child reminds me a lot of some of the children of 
experiencers I have met (although so far, they have 
been nowhere near as extremely gifted as Allie is 
portrayed in the movie). This appears to be what 
J an Tober describes in her book "The Indigo 
Children". So, is Allie intended to represent in one 
person, a whole generation of indigo children? Or is 
Steven Spielberg trying to show something else 
here?  It will be very interesting to see what future 
UFO-fiction (especially that of Steven Spielberg) 
has to say about. But one question I will float out 
there for general discussion: Are Allie - and all the 
"Allie's" out there - the future of humanity?  

I can only wonder what the state of UFO studies 
will be like 25 years from now. Will we have solved 
the mystery? Or will this phenomenon do as it has 
done so far - apparently evolving over time, leaving 
an ever-continuing trail of mystery and enigma?  As 
I consider the change in thinking over the last 
twenty-five years, I once again wonder: what will 

we notice 25 years from now? As I imagine myself 
seeing the series Taken again at that remote time 
in the future, I can easily envision noticing details 
and saying "Oh, that's what Spielberg meant... Now 
I understand".      

LT. COLONEL CHARLES HALT & THE 
RENDLESHAM FOREST CASE  

by Bill McNeff  

This is a condensation of  accounts by Col. Charles 
Halt of the Rendlesham case,  which appeared on  
Neil Morris web site.  

The release of an official memorandum by Lt. Col. 
Halt (Deputy Commander of RAF Woodbridge) to 
the British Ministry of Defense, via the Freedom of 
Information Act in the United States in J une 1983, 
caused a sensation. Four months later, the 
document was splashed on the front page of the 
"News of the World", heralding the claim 'UFO 
Lands in Suffolk - and that's Official!' The Halt 
memorandum is reproduced below:  

=======THE HALT MEMORANDUM=======  

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
Headquarters 81st combat support group (USAFE) 
APO New York 09755   

REPLY TO                                                   13 Jan 81 
ATTN OF:   CD   

SUBJECT:   Unexplained lights  

     TO:   RAF/CC       

1. Early in the m orning of 27 DEC 80 
(approxim ately 0300L), tw o USAF security police 
patrolm en saw unusual lights outside the back 
gate at AF W oodbridge. Thinking an aircraft 
m ight have crashed or been forced ow n, they 
called for perm ission to go outside the gate to 
investigate.       

The on-duty flight chief responded and allow ed 
three patrolm en to proceed on foot. The 
individuals reported seeing a strange glow ing 
object in the forest. The object w as described as 
being m etallic in appearance and triangular in 
shape, approxim ately tw o to three m eters across 
the base and approxim ately tw o m eters high. It 
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illum inated the entire forest w ith a w hite light. The 
object itself had a pulsing red light on top and a 
bank(s) of blue lights underneath. The object w as 
hovering or on legs. As the patrolm en approached 
the object, it m aneuvered through the trees and 
disappeared. At this tim e the anim als on the 
nearby farm w ent into a frenzy . The object w as 
briefly sighted approxim ately an hour later near 
the back gate.  

     2. The next day, three depressions 1 1/2" deep an 
7" in diam eter w ere found w here the object had 
been sighted on the ground. The night (29 Dec 80) 
the area w as checked for radiation. Beta/ Gam m a 
readings of 0 .1 m illiroentgens w ere recorded w ith 
peak readings in the three depressions and near 
the center of the triangle form ed by the 
depressions. A nearby tree had m oderate (.05-.07) 
readings on the side of the tree tow ard the 
depressions.       

3. Later in the night a red sun-like light w as 
seen through the trees.  It m oved about and pulsed. 
At one point it appeared to throw off glow ing 
particles and then broke into five separate w hite 
objects and then disappeared. Im m ediately 
thereafter, three star-like objects w ere noticed in 
the sky , tw o objects to the north and one to the 
south, all objects w ere about 10 ' off the horizon. 
The objects m oved rapidly in sharp angular 
m ovem ents and displayed red, green and blue 
lights. The objects to the north appeared to be 
elliptical through an 8-12 pow er lens. They then 
turned to full circles. The objects to the north 
rem ained in the sky for an hour or m ore. The 
object to the south w as visible for tw o or three 
hours and beam ed dow n a stream of light from 
tim e to tim e. Num erous individuals, including the 
undersigned, w itnessed the activity in paragraphs 
2 and 3.  

    CHARLES I. HALT, Lt Col, USAF 
    Deputy Base Commander  

========END OF USENET TEXT========  

On 31 J uly 1994, Charles Halt gave a fascinating 
lecture to UFO enthusiasts at a hastily arranged 
venue in Leeds. Halt was in the United Kingdom to 
record an interview with London Weekend 
Television. He spoke with confidence, and 
authority, and detailed his former military 
credentials, educational background, and current 
occupation. He confessed that speaking publicly 

about his role on the nights in question left him 
feeling a touch uncomfortable. 
He did not wish to appear as some kind of UFO 
expert, merely a private citizen who had,  with some 
reluctance, agreed to participate in a number of 
television programs that dealt with the 
extraordinary incidents at RAF Woodbridge.  

Halt told a hushed audience that RAF Woodbridge 
was a strategically important front-line NATO base 
in 1980 , occupied by the United States Air Force, 
whose A-10 "tankbuster" aircraft would have been 
deployed above Germany in the event of an attack 
by Soviet forces. It did not contain nuclear 
ordnance according to Halt. Nonetheless, he 
concurred that it was a heavily guarded installation, 
and armed security patrols were at constant state of 
readiness.  

There is some question regarding the actual date of 
the incident. Halt referred to Christmas week - 
between 25-27 December, and identified personnel 
involved with the first "encounter". "Burroughs and 
Parker noticed an object at the end of the runway. 
Red, blue and white lights were seen," he said.  

The Colonel claimed no official record of this 
sighting was recorded, but did acknowledge that 
radar operators at Heathrow Airport, London, had 
observed two targets over the base. These 
eventually disappeared off the radar scope.  

A patrol was sent to the area to investigate. Three 
officers set off on foot, "to go to the scene of a 
possible crash," Halt said. As the men approached 
the forest, their radios experienced unusual 
interference.  

A type of craft was clearly visible. Identification was 
impossible. Reading from a carefully compiled 
series of notes, Halt then revealed what the men 
had reported:  

"Penniston, Burroughs and Kavanasac hit the 
ground. Then, Penniston said Burroughs tried to 
get on the object.  

"Burroughs said one side of the object was 
invisible...see through...[transparent].  

"The craft was 9ft tall, pyramid-shaped, and had 
blue lights on the underside and a red light on top."  

[Burroughs also said in an interview that the craft 
"was about the size of a tank." and also that he saw 
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markings/ symbols on the side of it. He described 
these as being "familiar looking, but I couldn't 
make them out"] .  

The witnesses claimed the object levitated and 
hovered as it journeyed through the forest. Halt 
also described a tri-pod arrangement, which could 
have been responsible for trace marks found at the 
scene during later investigation. For some ninety 
minutes the USAF patrol followed the object as it 
maneuvered through the trees.  

The subsequent investigation proved decisive. 
"Three definite marks were found, these were ten 
feet apart.  At a height of 25ft, surrounding pine 
trees were damaged. The Deck Sergeant didn't put 
in that in the log," Halt claimed.  

General talk on the base was now centered around 
the UFO incident. Less than forty-eight-hours later, 
the USAF had another opportunity to discover the 
truth.  

During a Christmas dinner party attended by forty 
people, which was comprised of Officers, an officer 
by the name of Bruce England entered the room. 
Halt recalls the beginning of a long night:  

"Bruce England came in........He was as white as a 
sheet and said, 'It's back!'  I said, "What's back?"  

According to England, further unidentified lights 
were being monitored at the East Gate. A set of 
searchlights which were trained at the unknown 
lights didn't work. Halt then issued an order for 
'Starlights' [night vision scopes] to be taken 
immediately to the scene. He was among several 
persons now observing 'a dull glow in the forest'.  
"Let's get this thing sorted out once and for all," he 
announced. Geiger counters, micro-cassette 
recorders and cameras were distributed. He also 
requested 'utility jackets', because it was very cold.  

When the team (headed by Halt) arrived at the East 
Gate, there was already much activity. Vehicles 
were moving around and people were generally 
excited. Through the 'Starlight Scope', Halt saw the 
glow. He also watched an orange-colored sphere 
moving as if under intelligent control.  

"Lieutenant England then noticed the bright object. 
I thought it looked just like the Sun. An oval shape, 
winking. It had a black center and moved 
horizontally - and danced about.  The team set-off 
in pursuit.  We chased the object for two minutes.

 
"The UFO appeared to be shedding molten metal. It 
then exploded....there were five lights....then they 
vanished."  

After the lights disappeared, two elliptical objects 
were observed. According to Halt, "they moved very 
fast," The objects shone beams of light onto the 
ground.  

Seconds later a 'UFO' moved towards the US 
servicemen. Halt earnestly believed his men were in 
trouble.  But the UFO left.  

This strange sequence of events had begun at 
10 .30pm and finally ended at 4.00am the following 
morning. Halt had recorded much of the encounter 
on a small personal cassette. The following day, the 
US Colonel presented details of the incident to his 
superiors. USAF HQ replied, 'this is a U.K affair'. 
Amazingly, the MoD showed no enthusiasm to talk 
to Halt.  

It was on the insistence of Squadron Leader 
Morland, that the Colonel drafted the now famous 
'Halt Memo'. This was forwarded to Whitehall , but 
still nothing happened. Interestingly, official film 
footage of the event disappeared at the same time 
as news of the Halt tape recording found its way 
into the publics domain.  

One puzzling event which has mystified Colonel 
Halt concerns the arrival of an unscheduled C141 
Galaxy transporter just hours after the encounter. 
He confirmed he knew nothing about its purpose, 
or why a group of 'special individuals' departed the 
aircraft and headed immediately out to the East 
Gate and into the forest.  

Claims from people who have sworn binding 
allegiance to their flag must be treated with caution. 
Retirement from armed forces does not 
automatically discharge people from their previous 
responsibilities, particularly when they have been 
involved with security... 
and UFOs.   

The CE4 Phenomenon:   
W hitle y Strie be r s Lo o k at the Dark Side 

© 2003 by Craig R. Lang, MS. CHt  

I recently read Whitley Strieber's new journal 
entries, on his website:  www.unknowncountry.com.  His 
first article was:  Shedding Light on the Dark 
Side , (www.unknowncountry.com/journal/?id=143) , 

http://www.unknowncountry.com
http://www.unknowncountry.com/journal/?id=143



